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The New Man 
By A. H: S. 
James 1:18 


F HIS own will, the will of God, 
Begat He us. 
Then, I am His beloved child, 
Brought near by Christ and reconciled; 
His, who begat me thus. 


With His sure Word, the Word of truth, 
Was I begot. 


“A kind of firstfruits,” Be be A 
"Tis God’s own voice. 


His work in me e’en now begun; 
I must and will rejoice. 


He willed it so. O Father God! 


authority .is being 

there is an inevitable decline 
in the respect given to higher things. 
“In Japan,” said a visiting student some 





not.a characteristic of 


time ago, “it does not occur to us to take 
the names of our gods in vain. We re- 
spect them.” Few true Christians are 
guilty of swearing, but many of us quote 
phrases from the Bible in a joking way 
or allow children to sing hymns lightly 
which deal with the most sacred themes, 
Certainly such practices affect our whole 
attitude and make true adoration and 
worship difficult. In Catholic countries, 
shrines are set along the way to invite 
men to stop a moment and worship. 
Before we condemn such practices, let 
us be sure that there is truly a Holy 
of Holies set up in our hearts, where, 
in godly fear, we bow before the Maker 
of Heaven and earth. 


at 


Restoring “The First Love” 


To discover that the things of God 
are no longer sweet to our taste is a 
sad experience which has come to most 
Christians. The remedy, of course, is 
right at hand, but sometimes we are 
‘ 


slow to use it. We would do well to 
follow the example of the unhappy 
young wife, as told by a newspaper 


-columnist. After a year or so of married 


life, the girl asked if she might come 
back home. Her love for her husband 
had evaporated. The wise mother, know. 
ing that the husband loved her daugh+ 
ter, advised her to wait six weeks more, 
In that time, she was to do her very 
best to fulfill her role as wife and house- 
keeper, taking pains to carry out his 
wishes in every detail. The estrange- 
ment was healed. We Christians know 
that there is no fault in the Lover of 
our souls, We should. review God's 
commands and try to put into practice 
His loving desires for Bible. sttidy, 
prayer, consecration, and witnessing. 
How quickly will “the first love” be 
renewed in our hearts! “For if our heart 
condemn us, God is greater than our 
heart, and knoweth all things.. Beloved, 
if our heart condemn us not, then have 
we confidence toward God” (1 John 
3:20, 21). 


The Uniform Lessons in 1943 


is also a pleasure,” says an old 

proverb. Just so, teachers and 
pupils in the many Sunday schools that 
are using the International Uniform Les- 
sons may look forward with anticipation 
to the rich opportunities in store for 
them in 1943. Already the 1942 series 
of lessons has set a high standard to 
follow. We have had half a year of 
studies in the life of Christ from the 
Synoptic Gospels, three months in the 
Book .of Genesis, and will complete by 
the time the year closes three months 
on such fundamental teachings in the 
Christian life as “Faith in Christ as Our 
Personal Saviour,” “Growth in Christ,” 
“Christian Nurture in the Family,” 


COT is alo forward to a pleasure 
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Comfort for Dark Days 
“Many there oho which say of 
my soul, There is no help for him 
in God. gettin 4 trary 
shield for me; my glory, and the 
lifter up of mine head” (Pes. 2: | 
2, 3). i 


“Things That Mar and Motives That 
Strengthen the Family Life,” “The 
Meaning of Church Membership,” “Dy- 
namic Christian Living,” and the like. 
But the lessons for 1943 will bring to 
both young and old ever-widening op- 
portunities for interesting and profitable 
Bible study. 

The first quarter of 1943 will be spent 
in the Gospel of John,—that Gospel 
which, as Matthew Henry reminds us, 
is rightly called “the key of the evange- 
lists,” and which John tells us was writ- 
ten “that. ye might believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God; and that 
believing ye might have life through his 
name” (John 20:31). 

The second quarter brings us a series 
in the Life and Letters of Peter and John, 
—those intimate and personal, and yet 
none the less inspired, documents that 
were written for the admonition and in- 
struction and correction ‘of the early 
Church, and that all believers, down 
through the ages, might be guided into 
joyful and effective Christian service 
and loving, intimate relationship as 
“born-ones of the Father,” as Dr. Sco- 
field puts it. The lesson titles for this 
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quarter wil indicate the wealth of teach- 
ing opportunity. Some of them are 
“Peter’s Counsel to Scattered Christians,” 
“God’s Exceeding Great Promises,” 
“John Describes True Christians,” 
“John’s Counsel to Christians.” 

The committee who prepared the 1943 
lesson series, working as they must do 
several years in advance, could not pos- 
sibly have known that the third quar- 
ter’s lessons for 1943 would minister 
peculiarly to the needs of God’s people 
for the war days through which we are 
passing. The third quarter takes us back 
to the Books of Exodus, Leviticus, Deu- 
teronomy, and Numbers, to emphasize 
God’s part in the making of a nation, 
and to draw important parallels to our 
own national needs. Such topics as “A 
People .in Distress,” “God Calls a 
Leader,” “God Delivers His. People,” 
“God Shows His People the Way,” “Is- 
rael’s Sin and Restoration,” “Abiding 
Values from Israel’s History,” and the 
like, will provoke sober thinking and, 
it is to be hoped, will point the way to 
national blessing and victory for our 
land today. 

The closing quarter of the year brings 
an unusual comparative study of the Ten 
Commandments and the teachings. of 
Christ, which is summed up with a clos- 
ing lesson, “Christ the Fulfillment of the 
Law.” Throughout the year the impor- 
tant special topic of temperance is kept 
before the Sunday school by four les- 
sons, one in each quarter,— “Bible 
Teachings Against Drunkenness,” “Bible 
Teachings on Wine’s Deceitfulness,” 
“Bible Teachings on the Cost of Drink- 
ing,” and “Bible Teachings on Absti- 
nence.” 

It will be seen, therefore, that, once 
again, the International Uniform Lesson 
Series has abundantly justified the con- 
fidence that many sound denominational 
and. - interdenominational publications 
have expressed in them down through 


the years by providing lesson helps for - 


all ages in this series. And the large 
volume of weekly papers, quarterlies, 
monthlies, and the like, that offer such 
Uniform Lesson helps is in itself not only 
a testimony to the value of the Uniform 
Lessons, but a potent argument for their 
use, for in no other series of lessons is 
such a variety and abundance of helps 
obtainable. As for the adaptability of 
the Uniform Lessons to all ages in the 
Sunday school, the best witnesses are 
many of the largest schools in our land 
where, year after year, young and old 
alike study the same lessons, adapted 
merely to the age levels of the different 
groups. 

Tue Sunpay Scuoot Tres is glad to 
offer to its readers in 1943 more than six 
pages each week of unique and valuable 
helps in the Uniform Series.- Material 
will be found here for each particular 
department, as well as for a general 
study of the lesson. Designed -particu- 
larly for the use of teen-age boys and 
girls in studying their lesson each week 
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is CurisTIAN YoutH, a combined Sunday. 
school lesson and story paper that aims 
to prepare the way for the fuller pres- 
entation of the lesson by;the teacher 
when the pupil arrives at Sunday school. 
If you have not been using either or 
both of these lesson aids, will you not 
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let -them -help make 1943 the best. Sun- 
day school year you have yet known? 


_ Sample copies of either the Tres ‘or 


CHRISTIAN YouTH will be sent gladly’ if 
you will just ask for them. Address The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 N. 
13th St., Philadelphia. 











Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 





——_ 
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The Gospel in the Book of John 

In tracing through references on ‘‘Gos- 
pel” in my Scofield Reference Bible I find 
no references to the Book of John. I 
find some in Luke, and. then I am re- 
ferred to the Acts. 

What is there peculiar about’ the Book 
of John, such a capstone ca the: fullness 
of Christ, his offices, and meaning to man, 
that there should be no statements in it 
that would further the great ao 
of the Gospel?—A Michigan reader 
Knowing that Mr. Ernest Gordon had 

made special studies‘ in the Gospel of 
John, the Editor asked his opinion. Mr. 
Gordon wrote the following ‘interesting 
reply: 

They are there, however, in substance 
if not in the more explicit form of the 
Great Commission in Matthew.. Thus in 
John 4:35, 36: “Lift up your eyes, and 
look on the fields; for they are white 
already to harvest. And he that reapeth 
receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto 
life eternal.” Also (as to Gospel con- 
tent), “But whosoever drinketh of the 
water that I shall give him shall never 
thirst; but the water that I shall give 
him shall be in. him a well of water 
springing up into everlasting life” (4:14). 
In fact no single verse in the New Tes- 
tament summarizes the Gospel : more 
fully than John 3:16. It is, as Luther 
calls it, “the little Bible.” 

The Great Commission is given at the 
end of John’s Gospel in parable form, 
the Church’s coming work of evange- 
lization being symbolized in the story of 
the miraculous draught of fishes; that of 
fostering and instruction in the threefold 
admonition to “feed my sheep.” ‘ 


The Originator of the 
Flannelgraph 

In the issue of June 27 the Tues 
published an article entitled “Reaching 
the Heart Through the Eye-Gate,” which 
was a review of the various methods ‘of 
teaching Bible stories-to children through 
the flannelgraph. ‘Recently the Editor 
received a letter--commenting on ‘this 
article from Dr. Edward A.’ Marshall, 
whose lecture-demonstrations ’ on» He- 
brew customs in Bible times, with beau- 
tiful hand-painted scenery and: back- 
grounds done by Mrs. Marshall; ‘are 
unusually effective. Dr, Marshall wrote 
in part as follows: 


_—_—— 


I was much interested in an article 
in Tue Sunpay Scuoot Trmes several wééks 
ago regarding the: history of cloth. .pic- 
tures for jllustrating Bible stories. . .. , 

Perhaps: the writer did- not know that 
Mrs. Marshall and I originated the use 
of this method of ‘Bible: teaching ‘and 
that we had a patent from the - United 
States Government for. “the method of 
superimposing one piece of cloth over 
another for the. purpose of demonstra- 
tion.” 

I have used the method for twenty 
years while lecturing..in over 2,000. cities 
in the United States and Canada and in 
giving more than 400 lectures in Phila- 
delphia, and have® often told the audi- 
ences that we were the originators of wy 
use of “cutouts for Bible teaching” 
that we possessed a patent for the IF wy 
Since your article gives such a good “his- 
tory of ‘the flannelgraph and does _not 
mention our having originated its yse 
for Bible work, but gives credit to an- 
other, people may think that I have given 
out ‘a false impression during the past 
years. i... 

Since -I. have spoken _ before sevetal 
hundred thousand people and they know 
that we originated the use of cloth pic- 
tures for Bible teaching, I feel that it 
would make oug word good if we could 
be -given credit for the plan, because 
otherwise we may be asked to explain 
our statements in the matter. 

I just returned from speaking at the 
“Larger Chicago Sunday School ConvVen- 
tion’”” where I+ was introduced as the 
originator. 

ve 


' The New York Congress 
“on Prophecy 


SIGNIFICANT conference on proph- 

ecy, sponsored. by the American 
Board of Missions to the Jews, will be 
held ‘in the Calvary Baptist Church, 
123 West 57th Street, New York City, 
November 1 to 8. The following lead- 
ers will » speak at the confererice: 
Ayer, Bauman, Bedford; Bradbury, 
Brownville, Burke, Centz, Chafer,-Cohn, 
Edman, Feinberg, Ferrin, Gregg, Hagar, 
Hunter, Ironside, Johnson, Lindsey, 
Machlin, Mackay, Muntz, Powell, Rob- 


-ertson, - Rogers, Sale-Harrison, Stevens, 


Sutcliffe, Talbot, Walvoord, and Yearby. 
Some of the-topics to be discussed are: 
What It Has Cost the Church to Neglect 


_Seeond Coming Truth; The Last Confed- 
‘eration of the Ten Nation Empire;: The 


Two Phasés of Christ’s Return; Romans 
and Russians, Jews and Japs; .The Times 
of the Gentiles; the Battle of Arma- 
geddon. ; 





—— — 








‘Lesson for November 15' 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


. 








* (3) 871 





The Sanhedrin Verdict 


Some observations on 
Deity of 


the Virgin Birth 
Christ, and His trial 


By |. H. Linton 





— 








F THERE were in the Modernist 
Christian pulpit as reverent regard 
for God’s honor as characterized the 

old Jewish Sanhedrin which condemned 


, Christ to death, there would be a great 


ripping of black ministerial robes every 
Sunday. For it is impossible for any 
preacher to read far in the Gospels with- 
out coming upon such words and conduct 
on Christ’s part as, under the Modernist 
denial of His deity, call on all God-fear- 
ing men to manifest their righteous hor- 
tor by “rending their clothes,” after the 
pious example set them by Caiaphas the 
high priest. 

The Law Clear on Blasphemy _ 

The Jewish law concerning the offense 
and punishment of the crime of blas- 
phemy was given by God. It is clear, 
and confirmed and elucidated by prece- 


- dent, the most notable “leading case” 


being that in which Moses was the con- 
victed offender, in that he brought water 
from the rock without hastening to give 
God the glory and without diverting 
from himself unto God every trace of 
honor and admiration for the feat. This 
offense, though it brought upon Moses 
the sentence of death and denial of entry 
into the Promised Land, was trivial com- 
pared with many supposed violations of 
the same law on the part of Jesus (under 
the Unitarian denial, of course, of His 
deity) climaxed by the “blasphemous” 
declaration under oath in the presence of 
the Sanhedrin that He was indeed “the 
Christ, the Son of the living God,” add- 
ing to this tremendous assertion the fur- 


. ther boast that thereafter they should 


see Him “sitting on the right hand of 
power, and coming in the clouds of 
heaven.” 

It is impossible to imagine such words 
on the lips of Moses, Cesar, Elijah, Paul, 
or whoever is the greatest man who ever 
lived; and it must be that the shock of 
them is lessened in the heart and mind 
of even an Arian, or Unitarian, as the 
followers of Arius are now called, by 
an unconscious concession of supernatu- 
ral dignity to the Man to whom they 
verbally deny it. 

The “Christ, the Son of the living 
God,” about whom the high priest in- 
quired, was to be a divine being, — He 
“whose goings forth have been from of 
old, from everlasting,” who would be 
the “Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty 
God, The everlasting Father, The Prince 
of Peace.” This Being Jesus, the Son 
of Mary, the wife of the carpenter of 
Nazareth, after being adjured “by the 
living God” to tell the truth, averred 


Many Times readers will recall the 
notable series by Mr. Linton, the 
well-known Christian lawyer of 
Washington, D. C., which was later 
issued in book form under the title, 
“A Lawyer and the Bible.” This 
article is the first of another unusual 
series (announced September 19), 
presenting a unique study of the 
trial of Christ from a lawyer’s point 
of view. Concerning these articles, 
which will continue in the Times for 
several weeks, Mr. Linton writes: 

“All Modernists and Unitarians of 
every phase can only escape affirm- 
ing: the verdict of the Sanhedrin 
which condemned Christ by admit- 
ting His deity; and I have labored 
to make this point clear, in the hope 
that this dilemma may lead some to 
‘reverse’ the Sanhedrin verdict by 
confessing His deity—the only 
ground on which it may be done. As 
the case stands before the whole 
Church today, as far as I can re- 
member, anyone can be comfortable 
in execrating Christ’s execution and 
still reject His deity by giving undue 
importance to the errors of procedure 
which could only entitle Him to a 
new trial, and leave the real issue 
of capital blasphemy undecided. This 
question of Christ’s deity — His. his- 
torical reality is not much disputed 
any longer—is the very greatest 
and most basic issue before the 
Church today in my opinion, the one 
which makes the great line of cleav- 
age between orthodoxy and Mod- 
ernism.” 








He was, His affirmation consisting of 
the very word and name used by Him 
when (as Fundamentalists believe) re- 
vealing Himself to Moses at the burning 
bush. 

Unique among criminal trials is this 
one in which not the actions but the 
identity of the accused is the issue. The 
criminal charge laid against Christ, the 
confession or testimony or, rather, act in 
presence of the court, on which He was 
convicted, the interrogation by the Ro- 
man governor, and the inscription and 
proclamation on His cross at the time 
of execution all are concerned with the 
one question of Christ’s real identity and 
dignity. “What think ye of Christ? 
whose son is he?” With the scribes and 
Pharisees who condemned Him, the Mod- 
ernist Unitarian avers that His real, legal 
name is Joshua Josephson, not Jesus 
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Godson — to put in this way the differ- 
ence between human paternity and be- 
ing, and virgin conception and divine 
being; that this man, on the most chari- 
table view, was probably the son of the 
carpenter Joseph, conceived before wed- 
lock, and, to be coldly noncommittal, 
possibly the son of a Roman soldier or 
almost anyone else, born to a Jewish 
girl of frail morals. Of course the man 
the Arian refers to as Jesus (never the 
Lord Jesus) is entirely distinct from 
the Man the Christian worships by the 
name of Jesus, the Christ, the Son of 
God, “very God of very God, begotten 
not made.” The son of one father can- 
not be the same as the son of another. 
A man’s paternity fixes his identity. 

True the Modernist often concedes 
“divinity” to Jesus; but only in a loose, 
poetical sense can one who is human 
ever be conceived as becoming divine. 
If not from all eternity “God the Son,” 
Christ could never become this Being; 
for the only begotten Son of God is, 
according to the Scriptures, the second 
person of the Triune First Cause, and 
there can be no beginning to be or dis- 
continuance in being the First Cause, 
It is easily conceivable that God should 
incarnate Himself in human form. Such 
a conception is a commonplace of pagan- 
ism as well as a revelation of Christian- 
ity. But it is unthinkable that a human 
being, beginning to exist at a certain 
time, could begin to be the Being he 
would have to be from ail eternity to 
be that Being at all. It is impossible 
to formulate this thought. 


How Deity and Divinity Differ 


These considerations bear upon the 
often written folly that Christ attained 
divinity, as we may also, “else his life 
and example are useless to us.” By 
divinity is properly meant “deity” — not 
such a high state of wisdom and virtue 
and self-sacrifice as to receive from men 
the admiring adjective divine, and from 
God the meritorious’ advancement to a 
sort of spiritual nobility. To corfess the 
“divinity of Christ in the sense that we 
are all divine” is merely another way of 
denying His divinity, His deity, to ob- 
scure thought by juggling terms and to 
make of general application a. word 
‘whose sole purpose was to differentiate 
and import something attributable to 
God alone. 

Divinity, deity in the sense that ap- 
plies only to the Godhead, eternal being 
by essence and identity, was what-the 
Jews declared Christ claimed for Him- 
self, thereby committing, if the claim 
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were false, the capital offense of blas- 
phemy. “We have a law, and by our 
law he ought to die, because he made 
himself the Son of God” (John 19:7), 
the Jewish leaders declared to Pilate. 
They did have such a law. God gave 
it to Moses. And this claim and asser- 
tion Christ did, indeed, make for Him- 
self both at His trial and throughout the 
years of His ministry, by direct state- 
ment, by clear implication, and by 
conduct. While’ Christ was, as Isaiah 
foretold, at His trial as silent and uncom- 
plaining as a sheep before her shearers 
is dumb, one question which He instantly 
answered whenever it was addressed to 
Him, either by the high priest or by 
the governor, was whether-He was the 
“Son of the Highest” and -whether He 
was a king, His answer being that He 
was indeed a king of another world 
and the Son of God, who would uli- 
mately be seen sitting at the right hand 
of God and ¢oming in the clouds of 
Heaven. 


Only Two Defenses Possible 


Under the indisputable law and ad- 
mitted facts—as contained in the rec- 
ords of his.own followers, if Cicero him- 
self, probably the ablest lawyer at the 
Roman bar, had been assigned to defend 
Christ, only two defenses were possible: 
the insanity of the accused, or His super- 
natural character. In addition, it is sub- 
mitted, as being obvious, that this posi- 
tion is supported by the highest legal 
authority, which will be cited later. 
Evidently something in the record and 
bearing of the imperturbable Man who 
stood before Pilate prevented him from 
receiving this claim of divinity with cold 
Roman scorn and caused him to take 
Jesus into his private chambers and there 
put to Him the question, “Whence art 
thou?” (John 19:9) in manifest uncer- 
tainty whether he indeed dealt with a 
mortal man or with one of the immor- 
tal gods, whose existence and earthly 
manifestations taught by his pagan re- 
ligion, he possibly thought, might not 
be altogether fabulous after all. 

Pilate’s “Whence .art thou?” puts 
tersely an inescapable and destiny-deter- 
mining question that confronts every man 
who has read or had access to the record 
of Christ’s life and death. Is it not both 
obvious and directly stated by Scripture 
that conviction and confession of the 
Calvary death and Garden resurrection 
of Christ—the thing done—is parallel 
in importance by knowledge and ac- 
knowledgment of the One who thus died 
and rose again? To believe that a noble 
fellow mortal, even an immortal angel 
or the most exalted created being, died 
for me cannot create in me that love for 
God Himself — love for Him and not for 
any creature, being required to satisfy 
His demands and our own happiness — 
produced by knowledge that it was God 
Himself, in the person of His incarnate 
Son, who died for me: In the very 
verse that assures us that if we: believe 
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in our hearts that God raised Jesus from 
the dead is first the statement that we 
confess Him as Lord — Kurios, Jehovah. 
Should not any of us who ‘entertain a 
hope of life be as sure of our conviction 
as to Christ’s identity as we are of His 
death and resurrection? For ‘faith in 
the atoning death of any but God Him- 
self is faith in a finite sacrifice, which 
is not held out to us from any source 
whatever, which we cannot be sure does, 
and may be sure doés not suffice. ’ 

Christ said He came from the Father, 
“before Abraham was, I am”;: that no 
one knew who He: really was but God, 
and that only He knéw God or could 
introduce anyone to Him; that God -was 
His Father in a sense~so unique that 
the aloofness resulting ‘from’ this rela- 
tienship manifested: itself in- many sub- 
tle but striking -ways. (Even ‘His de 
clared utter obedience, like a man’s right 
arm, to the Father indicated, as Phillips 
Brooks deciared, -not. subserviency, but 
identity.) | 

He omits the word “father” in a com- 
parison in which it would most natu- 
rally appear when, illustrating. the re- 
lationship to Him of those who did God’s 
will, He said such were His mother, His 
sister, and His brother. He never spoke 
to His Father in concert with His dis- 
ciples, by leading them in prayer, but 
went aside and spake alone. He spoké 
of “my Father, and your Father; and to 
my God, and your God,” instead ofsaying 
simply our Father and our God; and 
most significant of all, we read the short 
sentence that “Jesus~ himself baptized 
not, but his disciples” (John 4:2),: thus 
avoiding the incengruity ‘of being: both 
One of the three Persons of the God- 
head; into whose name the believer was 
baptized, and at the same time the per- 
former of the humble, ministerial act of 
baptizing; and thus with unerring ac- 
curacy in this subtle matter, standing 
aside; as it were, with the other mem- 
bers of the Godhead when one was bap- 
tized “into the name of the Father; and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” 


The Importance of Christ’s Identity 
Obviously who Christ is, is as impor- 
tant as what He did. If He is the “Lord 
from heaven,” then His self-sacrifice 
was sufficient by an infinite margin. for 
the sins of all the men and worlds: He 
created; His resurrection as»the accepted 
price of redemption is not ineredible, 
and our faith is not in. vain. ‘If -not 
divine and but the son of Joseph, then 
His idea that He could redeem the hu- 
man race by His one human death was 
preposterous, and: His. claims -of -omni- 
presence and omnipotence to be with His 
followers at all places and times,- with 
power to help them ‘uhder any circum- 
stances, were beyond the power of any 
but God to: perform; and. all: Christian 
martyrs and ‘missionaries and self-deny- 
ing men and women. are most. deluded 
and miserable in sacrificing their lives 
in reliance upon promises and: rewards 
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beyond the power of any but God to 
make good to them. , 


“Whence art thou?” of the Romah; 
“Whose Son is he?” of the Jew raises the 
inevitable question of the virgin con- 
ception and birth. But the Modernist 
and Affirmationist has been wont to dis- 
miss this question with the short and 
contemptuous answer that a “virgin 
birth ‘is a biological impossibility,” and 
never took place in the case of Christ 
or of anyone else. 


Since even these men are supposed to 
believe. in God,—to whom alone. the 
orthodox believer attributes the miracle, 
—their affirmation, in order to mean 
or say anything at all, must be a denial 
of power éven to God to.bring to pass 
the miracle the evangelical rejoices to 
accept, that God became “flesh, and dwelt 
among us,” using the humble gate of 
natural. birth to enter unobtrusively 
upon the human stage, disclosing and 
establishing His real identity to a few 
chosen followers, with orders to make 
known to all the world His rank ard 
Calvary exploit and the benefits to flow 
to all who accept them, with assurance 
of supernatural assistance in this task 
and a promise to return unexpectedly 
in divine glory as the climax of the 
drama of human redemption. 


A Humiliating Predicament 


How humiliating to those who have 
denied the whole blessed fact of the 
Incarnation on the ground that such ja 
thing is too great a miracle even. for 
God to perform, to look upon the photo- 
gragh in a recent publication of the 
fuzzy rabbit. brought into being without 


a male parent by a Philadelphia doctor 


by: the use of heat, salt water, and an 
ovum from a_ rabbit,—a parthenoge- 
netic rabbit whose placid expression in- 
dicates uitter lack of amazement at itself 
as a living “biological impossibility.” 
Impossible to God, but not, it would 
seem, to a Philadelphia doctor ! 


But those who deny the virgin birth 


seek to create the impression that there 
is a suspicious meagerness of testimony 
supporting the fact (alleged fact, if you 
will, but in no accurate sense of the 
word, “theory” 1) of the virgin birth. - It 
is objected that Paul, Peter, John, for 
instance, did not testify to this great 
thing. 

Of course Peter and Paul and John 
did not testify about this matter; and 
if they had, how promptly and properly 


. would opposers object to their testimony 


as “immaterial, irrelevant, and incompe- 
tent” for any purpose as “pure hearsay.” 
The God who supervised the making of 
the record of the birth, life, words, deeds, 
death, and resurrection of His Son, so 


that both the most docile and unlearned 


‘and the most dubious -and scholarly 
might know surely who Christ was, 





1The word ‘used in the Auburn Affirma- 
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whence He came, and whither He re- 
turned, was too familiar (ignoring for 
the purposes of this sentence the fact 
that God is, of course, the Creator of all 
logical and other relationships and laws 
and processes of thought) with the fun- 
damental logic at the basis of the legal 
rule against “hearsay testimony” to 
allow any such crudity to be a part of the 
proofs supporting these things. But, not 
having testified improperly, this proper 
avoidance of an impropriety is as eagerly 
seized upon by minds hgstile to every- 
thing that has a tendency to exalt the 
Lord Jesus Christ as the inadmissibil- 
ity of their testimony would have been 
had they attempted to testify. 

Instead of a deficiency of testimony to 
the virgin birth, we have absolutely all 
the testimony there is or could be, from 
the only ones competent to bear wit- 
ness at all, that is, Joseph, Mary, — and 
God. What could Peter, Paul, John 
know of this intimate matter? The only 











Laymen in Gospel Work—Past and Present 


| ities and 
Their unusva a 











MAZIAH the priest of Bethel was 
A a professional—in the worst 

sense. By a masterpiece of eccle- 
siastical diplomacy, at its worst, he had 
just slandered Amos to the king. And 
now he comes to Amos to consummate 
his purpose of moving him from Sa- 
maria. The approach is on the profes- 
sional level. In effect, he said: “Be- 
tween us, Judah is an excellent field for 
a prophetic campaign. There you can 
(1) eat bread and (2) prophesy” (Amos 
7:12). As a professional (in the worst 
sense), bread eating comes first. Amos’ 
answer (omitting words’ supplied in 
translation) was: “I no prophet, neither 
I a prophet’s son; but I an herdman, and 
a gatherer of sycomore fruit: and the 
Lord took me as I followed the flock, 
and the Lord said unte me, Go, proph- 
esy” (Amos 7:14, 15). Amos was an 
early layman in Gospel work. 

That some are called to separate them- 
selves wholly to “prayer, and to the 
ministry of the word” is clear; equally 
clear that it is in God’s order that “they 
which preach the gospel should live of 
the gospel” is indisputable. In the mod- 
ern. decadence it has come to pass gen- 
erally that the ministry of the Word and 
prayer are left exclusively to those who 
are separated to the ministry. 

The first general missionary impulse 
was a layman’s work directly resulting 
from the martyrdom of a layman. The 
first internal crisis of the Church had 
demonstrated that the apostles should 
withdraw from temporalities and give 
themselves to their ministry. A layman 
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ones who did or could know have tes- 
tified categorically; and Christ’s followers 
and contemporaries have done the only 
and the most confirming thing possible 
on their part by treating this great fact 
as one accepted as a matter of course 
and presenting to us, if they did not 
believe it, the almost impossible phe- 
nomenon of never letting slip a word 
or implication in any of their writings 
inconsistent with their full acceptance of 
it. And judging from an incident re- 
ported from Syria of a Jew who was 
killed by a mob of Mohammedans who 
heard him casting aspersions on the vir- 
gin and legitimate birth of their revered 
prophet Issi (Jesus), it would be well 
for Modernist preachers who deny the 
virgin birth (as the usual first step to 
a general negation of all Gospel essen- 
tials) to assure themselves that there 
are only “Christians” and no Turks in 
the congregation at the time! 


(To be continued next week) 
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was needed for the distribution of alms 
to needy believers—a businessman for 
a business task. But the Holy Spirit, 
who came upon Stephen with the lay- 
ing on of the apostles’ hands, was not 
confined to the limited ministry intended 
by the apostles, and as a result of wit- 
nessing in the power of God, Stephen 
became the first martyr. A fierce blast 
of persecution fell on the church. “There- 
fore they that were scattered abroad 
went every where preaching the word.” 
These preachers were not man-or- 
dained. The only ordained men of whose 
ordination. we have a record were the 
apostles, and they remained in Jerusa- 
lem. It was a “lay movement.” 

Witnessing for the Lord Jesus was 
then, always has been, and should be 
the first business of every Christian man 
whether of the clergy or the laity. The 
man called to separate himself entirely 
to the work of God has the higher call- 
ing, but the calling of the layman is 
clear and highly important. 

God’s call was to all Christians, each 
to function in his membership in the 
body of Christ, for the edification of the 
whole body. The call to the full-time 
worker was not different in quality, but 
undoubtedly did imply a difference in 
degree of separation from earthly occu- 
pations. But the so-called “layman” 
was expected to be diligent in business, 
and faithful to his employer not as unto 
man but to God, and even to eat and 
drink to His glory. 

England was first evangelized by lay- 
men—venturesome merchants from 
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Asia Minor, who had found Christ 
through the ministry of the immediate 
successors to Paul and John. Long be- 
fore Hildebrand, who saw blonde cap- 
tives offered for sale in the Roman slave 
market, and who, on learning that they 
were “angels,” announced flamboyantly 
that he would make their people 
“angels’”—in fact, long before there 
were any “angels” (Anglo-Saxons) in 
the British Isles, a church of Christ had 
been established throughout what is now 
England and Scotland, with headquar- 
ters at Northumberland. And remnants 
of this primitive church persisted 
throughout and in spite of the Roman 
Catholic domination, down to the Refor- 
mation period. 

Ireland was evangelized by a layman, 
Sucath, a Scotch convert of the North- 
umberland church. Under the name “St. 
Patrick” he was subsequently canonized 
by the Roman Church, but in fact, he 
was neither Roman Catholic nor Irish. 

/The Protestant Reformation was essen- 
tially an_  ecclesiastical’s reformation. 
The leaders, Luther, Melanchthon, and 
Zwingli—and the forerunner, Erasmus, 
were all clerics, brilliant scholars and 
“doctors.” In the secondary ranks, how- 
ever, were many consecrated laymen, an 
army veteran, a silk merchant, and 
others outside the realm of human ordi- 
nation, but called of God. 

The Wesleyan Revival was a work of 
the Spirit of God through the instru- 
mentality largely of ordained men set 
apart, educated, and trained for the 
clergy. 

Finney — himself far from the conven- 
tional clergyman of his times, recog- 
nized in his autobiography the Revival 
of 1857 as a remarkable work of the 
Holy Spirit, through the instrumental- 
ity of laymen. The visible movement 
began in men’s prayer meetings in New 
York, and spread with astonishing and 
seemingly spontaneous rapidity through- 
out the United States. There were no 
recognized prominent human leaders, It 
occurred during the period of the Finney 
revivals, but while appreciating it as a 
definite work of God, he claims no per- 
sonal credit. 

Throughout his ministry, and espe- 
cially during the earlier two-thirds, 
Moody was constantly criticized for his 
lack of professional ecclesiastical regu- 
larity. Old school clergy, especially 
those who were highly educated, re- 
garded him as a lay intruder. He was, 
however, a strong believer in ordination, 
and the group of English and American 
preachers he collected for the 1893 Chi- 
cago World’s Fair were ordained men. 

One of the most significant develop- 
ments in the Lord’s program for our 
day is a moving of the Holy Spirit among 
laymen. Gospel teams, Gideons, Chris- 
tian Business Men’s Committees, Gospel 
Fellowship Clubs, Laymen’s Associations, 
Business Men’s Evangelistic Clubs, and 
other groups too numerous to mention, 
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are springing up throughout this and 
other lands. It is reported that even 
in Germany Christian laymen’s groups 
have organized to carry on divine wor- 
ship in churches whose pastors are con- 
fined in concentration camps. 


Much could be written about many of 
these groups. One of the most recent is 
the Christian Laymen’s Crusade. This 
work was launched in Chicago in the 
fall of 1940 as a result of previous agree- 
ment between representatives of the 
Gideons, Gospel Fellowship Clubs, Busi- 
ness Men’s Evangelistic Clubs, and 
Christian Business Men’s Committee, 
International. It has no local member- 
ships or chapters, but aims to co-ordi- 
nate the work of various men’s groups, 
beside working for the evangelization of 
unsaved men, and the encouragement of 
Christian men to undertake soul-win- 
ning and personal evangelization. Ac- 
tive work was commenced early in 1941. 
To date more than twenty full eight 
day rallies have been conducted at vari- 
ous points from Dodge City, Kans., to 
Raleigh, N. C. These gatherings have 
resulted in definite salvation of many 
men, spiritual quickening, and the call 
to active service of more, and the for- 
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mation of several local men’s fellowship 
groups, and their affiliation with existing 
organizations other than the Christian 
Laymen’s Crusade, 

The present war stress has accom- 
plished an astonishing national unity. 
In war effort and the economic field, men 
are learning to work together in hitherto 
undreamed harmony. The present-day 
lay movement is accomplishing similar 
unity among Christian men. Men are 
brought beyond denominational barriers 
and finding a new and blessed basis for 
unity in the Lord Jesus. Intradenomina- 
tional men’s fellowships have in many 
instances been helpful, but when men go 
beyond the denominational fences into a 
fellowship as limitless as the heart of 
the Lord Jesus—then real and effective 
grace appears and works. 

As a unifying and _ co-ordinating 
agency, the Christian Laymen’s Crusade 
has made a good start and, through the 
grace of God, has enormous possibilities. 
May we not neglect to pray for its con- 
tinued and increasing usefulness. Full 
information may be obtained by writing 
the director, C. B. Nordland, 209 South 
Harvey Avenue, Oak Park, Ill 


CHICAGO. 
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OPENING SENTENCES: 


Leader—“O sing unto the Lord a new 
song; for he hath done marvellous 
things. . The Lord hath made 
known his salvation. .. . He hath re- 
membered his mercy. . . . Make a joy- 
ful noise unto the Lord, all the earth: 
make a loud noise, and rejoice, and 
sing praise. ... For he cometh” (Psa. 
98:1-4, 9). 


Opentinc Hymn—“The Heavenly Mes- 
sage.” 
(Tune, “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing”) 


As the shepherds watch did keep 
In the fields o’er helpless sheep, 
Suddenly a glory light 
Shone about them through the night. 
As they bowed in wondering awe, 
A bright angel form they saw; 
Heard him say, “Ye need not fear: 
I have brought you news of cheer.” 
O rejoice, ye scns of men, 

* In that glorious news again ! 


“In King David’s town this day, 

There is born,’”’ they hear him say, 
“Christ the Lord, God’s promised One, 
His beloved, only Son. 

And the Babe in manger bed, 

Ye shall find,” that Angel said, 
“Wrapped in swaddling bands He lies, 
God’s Anointed from the skies.” 

O rejoice, ye sons of men, 

In that glorious news again ! 

Then above that Bethlehem plain, 
Echoed forth a heavenly strain, 
“Glory be to God on high, 


While on earth God’s peace is nigh.” 
For the Christ, whose birth was told 
By God’s heralds there of old, 

Brings salvation now to all 

Who upon Him e’er shall call. 

O rejoice, ye sons of men, 

In that glorious news again ! 


“A Message from Heaven” 

SCRIPTURE RESPONSES: 

Leader— 

From whence was sent that wondrous word, 
On earth most glorious ever heard? 

Boys—“The Lord hath sent his angel” 
(Acts 12:11). 

Girls—“And, lo, the angel of the Lord 
... said, ... Unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2: 
9-11). 

Boys—“This . . . is the message which 
we have heard of him” (1 John 1:5). 

“That speaketh from heaven” (Heb. 
12:25). 

Girls—For thus hath the Lord spoken” 
(Isa. 31:4). 

Boys—“The Lord hath made known his 
salvation” (Psa. 98:2). 

Girls—“And all the ends of the earth 

shall see the salvation of our God” 
(Isa. 52:10). 

School—“O sing praises unto the Lord” 

(Psa. 68:32). 
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“For the Lord is good; his mercy 
is everlasting; and his truth endureth 
to all generations” (Psa. 100:5). 


Hymn—“O the Wondrous Story.” 


(Tune, “For All the Saints”) 


Maker is He of earth and sea and sky, 
Yet He for us laid Heaven’s glory by, 
And came to earth for sinful men to die. 
O the wondrous, wondrous story ! 
He sat in Heaven majestic on the throne, 
Yet while on earth no humblest home did 
own, 
And died at last forsaken and alone. 
O the wondrous, wondrous story ! 


Though God of all the universe, He came 
To toil on earth, and know no rank or 
fame, 
To die at last upon a cross of shame. 
O the wondrous, wondrous story ! 


For me that story, for me that He shed 
His matchless glory, for me that He bled; 
Yea, on dark Calvary, died e’en in my 
stead. 
O the wondrous, wondrous story ! 


“A Message of Joy” 

SCRIPTURE RESPONSES: 

Leader— 

This message that from Heaven was sent, 
Was it for joy or sorrow meant? 

Boys—“We declare unto you glad tid- 
ings, how that the promise which was 
made unto the fathers, God hath ful- 
filled the same unto us their children” 
(Acts 13:32, 33). 

Girls—“The angel said, ... I bring you 
good tidings of great joy ... for unto 
you is born this day ... a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2: 
10, 11). 

Boys—“Rejoice greatly . . . behold, thy 
King cometh unto thee” (Zech. 9:9). 
Girls—“Be glad and rejoice with all the 
heart. . . . The Lord thy God in the 
midst of thee is mighty; he will save” 

(Zeph. 3:14, 17). 

Boys—“Lo, this is out God; we have 
waited for him, and he will save us. 
... We will be glad and rejoice in his 
salvation” (Isa. 25:9). 

Girls—“The Lord hath done great things 
for us; whereof we are glad” (Psa. 
126:3). 

Boys—“Thus saith the Lord, . . . My sal- 
vation is gone forth” (Isa. 50:1; 51:5). 

Girls—“Therefore the redeemed of the 
Lord shall _ . . come with singing... 
and everlasting joy ... upon their 
head: they shall obtain gladness and 
joy; and sorrow and mourning shall 
flee away” (Isa. 51:11). 

School—-“Let the people praise thee, O 
God... O let the nations be glad and 
sing for joy” (Psa. 67:3, 4). 


PRIMARY RECITATION—“Christmas Angels.” 
1. When Jesus was born, a wee Baby so 


dear, 
Many angels were guarding and hover- 
ing near. 
2. "Twas an angel to Mary, His mother, 
who told 


That the Babe in her arms as her son 
she should hold. 
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3. "Twas to Joseph an angel told he too 
should share 
In giving the Christ Child safeguarding 
and care. 


4. And when Jesus a Babe had from Heaven 
come down, 
Angels told it to shepherds by Bethlehem 
town. 


5. When the wicked king planned the small 
Christ Child to slay, 
"Twas ah angel told Joseph to flee far 
away. 


6. And an angel told Joseph the bad king 
was dead, 
And ’twas safe now for Christ to go back 
home, he said. 


7. And when Jesus had grown, He said 
angels still stayed 

Close to Him, where He always could 
call for their aid. 


Prmary Hymn—“Because He Loved Us 
So.” 


(Tune, “There Is a Green Hill Far 
Away”) 
We sing for joy that Christ was born 
On Christmas long ago, 
And that He came to save us all 
Because He loved us so. 
Chorus 


Our hearts are glad, our homes are bright, 
Our lives are blessed, we know, 

By Christ, who came on Christmas Day 
Because He loved us so. 


And to the Christ of Christmas Day 
Our truest love we owe, 

For He has done great things for us 
Because He loved us so. (Cho.) 


“A Message of Peace” 
Scripture RESPONSES: 
Leader— 
And was that message to impart 
Aught else but wondrous joy of heart? 
Boys—“The angel said . . . Unto you is 
born . . . a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord ... Glory to God in the high- 
est, and on earth peace” (Luke 2:10, 
1], 14). 


Girls—“For unto us a child is born, unto 
us a son is given: ... and his name 
shall be called ... The Prince of Peace” 
(Isa. 9:6). 


Boys—‘For he will speak peace unto his 
people” (Psa. 85:8). 

Girls—“Moreover I will make a covenant 
of peace with them; it shall be an 
everlasting covenant” (Ezek. 37:26). 


School—“The Lord will bless his people 
with peace” (Psa. 29:11). 
“Therefore shall the people praise 
thee for ever and ever” (Psa. 45:17). 


Juntor Recrration—“Christ’s Birthday.” 
(Each child carries the letter with 

which his verse begins, and displays it, 

that the words “Christ’s Birthday” may 
be spelled out) 

C oming together in homes God has blessed, 
In the dear circle of those we love best, 
Keeping with them the glad hours as 

they glide, 
This is 4 part of our glad Christmastide. 

H olly entwined o’er the hearthstone and 

door, 
Adding new beauty in generous store, 
That home its brightest and best may 


appear, 
This is a part of our Christmastide cheer. 
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R inging the bells from the church steeple 
high, 
Sounding the good news to all who pass by, 
Ringing the bells in their merriest chime, 
This is a part of the sweet Christmas time. 


I ce on the streamlet, the river, and lake, 
But homes filled with warmth that love's 
sunshine can make. 
Naught in our hearts of the bleak win- 
ter’s chill, 
This is a part of our Christmas good will. 


S inging so joyfully carols of old, 
Leaving e’en then half our gladness un- 
told; 
Singing it over, the angels’ sweet lay, 
This is a part of our glad Christmas Day. 


T elling our dear ones how dearer they’ve 
grown, 
Giving to their hearts a glimpse of our 
own; 
Telling our joy to the Father above, 
This is a part of our Christmastide love. 


S haring our good things with those who 
have less, 
Sharing our homes and our true happi- 
ness, 
Seeing our Lord in these poorest and 
least, 
This is a part of our Christmastide feast. 


B ringing our gifts as a pledge of our love, 
Giving because of that Gift from above, 
All of our hearts and our hands opened 

wide, 
This is a part of our blest Christmastide. 


I mparting the tidings of Christ’s lowly 
birth 
To those who know not the Saviour of 


earth, 
So that the host who keep Christmas may 
grow, 
More hearts the joy of the Christmas 
may know. 
R ejoicing because on that first Christmas 
morn 
The Saviour of men was in Bethlehem 
born, 
Rejoicing because He lived here on this 


This is the heart of our Christmastide 
mirth. 


T okens of love from our dearest and best, 
Gladdening our hearts by the love that’s 


expressed, 

Love dearer far than the richest gift 
found, 

For ’tis by love that our Christmas is 
crowned. 


Holding it fast, as a miser his gold, 

The true Christmas spirit, as treasure 
untold, 

For Christmas love cherished throughout 
all the year 

Makes joy completer when Christmas is 
here. 
D oing our utmost that joy may run o’er, 
Even where sorrow and care were before, 
Doing for others, their joy to increase, 
This is a part of our Christmastide peace. 
A dding to merriment, laughter, and fun, 
A prayer of thanksgiving ere Christmas 
is done, 

A prayer that will hallow the whole of 
the day, 

And make its sweet memory blessed for 
aye. 

Y uletide, glad yuletide has come once 

again, 
With blessings abundant for all in its 
train 


A gift of yourself to the Christ Child now 


make, 
As Christ’s blessed birthday we keep for 
His sake. 
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“A Message of Salvation” 
ScRIPTURE RESPONSES: 
Leader— 

And in this message sent frém Heaven, 
What promise of the Lord was given? 
Boys—“The angel said . . . Unto you is 
born ...a Saviour” (Luke 2:10, 11). 


Girls—“Thou shalt call his name Jesiis: 
for he shall save hig people from their 
sins” (Matt. 1:21). 


Boys—“The Father sent the Son to be 
the Saviour of the world” (1 John 4: 
14). 


Girls—“Neither is there salvation in any 
other: for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4: 
12). 


Boys—“For he hath visited and redeemed 
his people” (Luke 1:68). 


Girls—“He shall save the children of the 
needy” (Psa, 72:4). 
“With an everlasting salvation” (Isa, 
45:17). 


School—“T will mention ... the praises 
of the Lord, . . . according to his 
mercies ... for he said, Surely they 
are my people... so he was their Sav- 
iour” (Isa. 63:7, 8). 

“Blessed be his glorious name for 
ever: and let the whole earth be filled 
with his glory” (Psa. 72:19). 


Junior Hymn—‘“He Is the Saviour Jesus.” 


(Tune, “The Light of the World Is 
Jesus”) 
It was to all people the tidings were told, 
The news of the birth of Jesus; 
They rang from the heavens that blest 
night of old, 
That night of the birth of Jesus. 
Refrain 


Hark, the glad tidings given to thee, 
That God’s salvation thou mightest see. 
Jesus is born thy Saviour to be, 
For He is the Saviour Jesus. 
Sing praise, and rejoice in God’s mercy 
and grace, 
The Saviour of all is Jesus. 
Salvation is wrought now for every race, 
For He is the Saviour Jesus. (Ref.) 


In love all-embracing, the Lord Jesus 


came, 
The Saviour of all is Jesus; 
And whoever will may be saved through 
His name, 
For He is the Saviour Jesus. (Ref.) 


“A Message of Love” 
ScRIPTURE RESPONSES: 
Leader— 
Why did God plan for men to do 
What made the wondrous message true? 
Boys—“God so. loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that who- 
soever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life” (John 
3:16). 


Girls—“In this was manifested the love 
of God toward us, because that 
God sent his only begotten Son into 
the world, that we might live through 
him” (1 John 4:9). 
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Boys—“Christ also hath loved us, and 
hath given himself for us” (Eph. 5:2). 


Girls—“In his love and in his pity he 
redeemed them” (Isa. 63:9). 


Boys—‘Herein is love, not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us, and sent his 
Son to be the propitiation for our sins” 
“1 John 4:10). 


Girls—“Yea, I have loved thee with an 
everlasting love . . . saith the Lord” 
(Jer. 31:3, 7). 


School—‘“I will . . . praise thy name for 
thy lovingkindness ... O Lord” (Psa, 
138:2, 4). 

“Because thy lovingkindness is bet- 
ter than life, my lips shall praise thee” 
(Psa, 63:3). 


INTERMEDIATE ReEcITATION — “Sent from 
Heaven.” 


1. Through opened skies, with glory all 

aflame, 

"Twas down from Heaven that joyous 
message came, 

Which spake God’s love, and such great 
joy made known 

As could be given to earth by Heaven 
alone. 


2. A heavenly messenger proclaimed the 
word, 
Which one small group, amazed, and 
startled, heard; 
For tidings so sublime could best be 


borne 
By heavenly heralds, radiant as the 
morn. 
3. News of a heavenly Gift that message 
brought, 


A Gift that with God's boundless love 
was fraught; 

For God’s beloved Son to earth was 
given; — 

So great a Gift could but be made by 
Heaven. 


ADDRESS BY PASTOR OR SUPERINTENDENT. 


“A Universal Message” 
ScripTuRE RESPONSES: 
Leader— 
As here on earth the word was sent, 
For. whom were the glad tidings meant? 
Boys—“The angel said .. . I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which shall 
be to all people” (Luke 2:10). 


Girls—“For ... God... will have all 
men to be saved, and to come unto 
the knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2: 
3, 4). 


Boys—“The Father sent the Son to be 
the Saviour of the world” (1 John 4: 
14). 


Girls—“The free gift came upon all men” 
(Rom. 5:18). 


Boys—“The Lord is .. . not willing that 
any should perish, but that all should 
come to repentance” (2 Pet. 3:9). 

Girls—“When Jesus was risen . . . he 
said ... Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature” 
(Mark 16:9, 15). 

School—“Praise the Lord from the earth, 

. kings of the earth, and all people; 
. . both young men, and maidens; old 
men, and children” (Psa. 148:7, 11, 12). 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


‘For the Lord is good” (Psa, 135:3). 

“The Lord is good to all: and his 
tender mercies are over all his works” 
(Psa. 145:9). 


CLosinc Hymn—“Tell the Glad Tidings.” 
(Tune, “O Zion, Haste”) 
Hark to the tidings, wondrous, joyful 
tidings, 
That Christ the Saviour has. been born 
on earth; 
He, the long-promised, mighty and all- 
conquering, 
Tell far and wide, the tidings of His 
birth. 


Chorus 


Tell the glad tidings o’er all the earth, 
Publish in every land thé mews of Jesus’ 
birth. 


Hark to the tidings, great and glorious 
tidings, 
That God has come to dwell ’mong men 
on earth, 
To scatter darkness with the light of 
Heaven; 
Shout ye for joy o’er Christ the Sav- 
iour’s birth. (Cho.) 


Hark to the tidings, glad and blessed 
tidings, 
That God has come in love for men on 
earth, 
Guiding a lost world on the heavenward 
pathway; 
Sing ye His glory in our Saviour’s 
birth. (Cho.) 
CLOSING SENTENCES: 


Leader—“Hear this, all ye people; give 
ear, all ye inhabitants of the world: 
both low and high, rich and poor, to- 
gether” (Psa. 49:1, 2). 

“Good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people” (Luke 2:10). 
“That God sent his only begotten Son 
into the world, that we might live 
through him” (1 John 4:9). 
BENEDICTION. 
we ' 


Home, Sweet Home 
By E. Edmunds 


HREE sisters—the middle one is 

now eighty years of age—lived in 
a little house in a _ southeast coast 
town in England. When France col- 
lapsed, they were asked by the author- 
ities to go to a less dangerous place, 
and went to the Midlands where they 
stayed for ten months, until they were 
so homesick they felt they must aume 
back. This they did. 

A bomb at the end of their tebe’ did 
not daunt them. But a nearer explo- 
sion which broke all their windows 
made them decide to move a few miles 
out in the country for a time, though 
they had only been at home for nine 
weeks. They continued, not without 
difficulty, to pay rent, and left their 
furniture in the house, and went over to 
look at it from time to time, hoping 
against hope that they would soon be 
able to return. 

Then one morning they had a letter 
from a woman who formerly worked 
for them. It-was to tell them the house 
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had been much damaged in a raid, that 
everything had been inches deep ih 
soot, débris, and broken glass and china, 
but that she had been in and swept up 
the worst of it, so that they should not 
see it. 

They went over for the last time, and 
packed up ds-well as they could, and 
then arranged for the furniture to be 
stored, because they hope to get un- 
furnished rooms and have a home of 
their own again some day, when the 
war.is won. 

They are all the children of God 
through faith in Christ Jesus, so they 
certainly will have a home of their own 
some day. 

The church in which they had wor- 
shiped God for many years is now just 
a heap of rubble. But the Lord God 
Almighty and the Lamb will be the 
Temple of their new ‘city-home. 

There are “many mansions” now be- 
ing prepared, and perhaps almost ready, 
for the people of God to take posses- 
sion. This city-home is in Heaven, Paul 
told the Philippians, and there John 
actually saw it. How the Devil would 
like to get to it and smash it up! But 
there shall in no wise enter into it any- 
thing that defileth, so he never can. 

There will be no dreary blackout, and 

no terror by night, for there is no night 
there. 
- The condition of things in any city 
after an air raid will be exactly re- 
versed, for there will be no death, sor- 
row, crying, pain, hunger, thirst, or ex- 
posure.. All clothing will be whole and 
spotless—not torn and begrimed and 
blood-stained. No police permit will be 
necessary to enter it. The gates of it 
will not be shut at all. There is no 
hatred there, or strife, or jealousy, and, 
of course, no poverty. But there are 
pleasures for evermore. The music is 
glorious and all can sing. In fact they 
cannot help singing. If the very stones 
of Jerusalem would have cried out if 
Christ’s disciples had not praised Him 
as He came there to die, still less could 
there be silence when He has taken to 
Himself His great power and reigns. 
Each singer knows at least one song. - 
The words of it are: 

“Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed 
us to God by thy blood out of every 
kindred, and tongue, and people, and 
nation... 

Worthy is the Lamb... 

Blessing, and honour, and glory, and 
power, be unto him that sitteth upon 
the throne, and unto the Lamb for 
ever and ever” (Rev. 5:9, 12, 13). 
This lovely home belongs to the saints 

already, though they have not yet 
moved in. .And,. biessed be His name, 
there is still room there for the scholars 
of every Sunday school on earth, and 
their parents and friends, too. May the 
Lord show His servants the best way 
to compel them to come in! 


Sussex, ENGLAND. 
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LESSON 7. NOVEMBER 15. THINGS THAT MAR FAMILY LIFE 
International Uniform Lesson.—Gen. 4:1-12; 27: 1-45, Deut. 24:1-5,; Mal. 2:13-16,; Matt. 5:31, 32, Mark 7:10-12, 


Luke 12: 213-15, Rom. 7:2, 3;1 Cor. 7 


7 :10-16, printed text, Gen. 27:30-35, Matt. 5:31, 32, Luke 12:13-15 


Golden Text.—Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.—Gal. 6:2 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Gen. 27:30-35; 
Matt. 5:31, 32; Luke’ 12:13-15 


Kritc James Verston 


Gen. 27:30 And it came to pass, as soon as Isaac had made 
‘an end of blessing Jacob, and Jacob was yet scaree gone out 
from the presence of Isaac his father, that Esau his brother 
came in from his hunting. 

_ .31 And he also had made savoury meat, and* brought it unto 
his father, and said unto his father; Let my father arise, and 
éat of his son’s venison, that thy soul may bless me. 

32 And Isaac his father said unto him, Who art thou? And 
he said, I am thy son, thy firstborn Esau. 

33 And Isaac trembled very exceedingly, and said, Who? where 
is he that hath taken venison, and brought it me, and I have 
eaten of all before thou camest, and have blessed him? yea, and 
he shall be blessed. 

34 And when Esau heard the words of his father, he cried 
with a great and exceeding bitter cry, and said.unto his. father, 
‘Bless me, even me also, O my father. 

35 And he said, Thy brother came with subtilty, and hath 
taken away thy blessing. 

‘Matt. 5:31 It hath been said; Whosoever shall put away his 
wife, let him give her a writing of divorcement: 

32 But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his 
wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit 
‘adultery: and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced com- 
mitteth adultery. 

Luke 12:13 And one of the company said zinto him, Master, 
speak to my brother, that he divide the inheritance with me. 

14 And he said unto him, Man, who made me a judge or a 
divider over you? 

15 And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covet- 
ousness: for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of 
the things which he possesseth. 
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American STanpaRp VERSION 


Gen. 27:80 And it came to pass, as soon as Isaac had made 
an end of blessing Jacob, and Jacob was yet scarce gone out 
from the presence of Isaae his father, that Esau his brother 
came in from his hunting. 31 And he also made savory food, 
and brought it unto his father; and he said unto his father, 
Let my father arise, and eat of his son’s venison, that thy soul 
may bless me. 32 And Isaac his father said unto him, Who 
art thou? And he said, I am thy son, thy first-born, Esau. 
33 And Isaac trembled very exceedingly, and said, Who then 
is he that hath taken venison, and brought if me, and I have 
eaten of all before thou camest, and have blessed him? yea, and 
he shall be blessed. 34 When Esau heard the words of his 
father, he cried with an exceeding great and bitter cry, and 
said unto his father, Bless me, even me also, O my father. 
35 And he said, Thy brother came with guile, and hath taken 
away thy blessing. 


Matt. 5:31 It was said also, 1Whosoever shall put away his 
wife, let him give her a writing of divorcement: 32 but I say 
unto you, that every one that putteth away his wife, saving for 
the cause of fornication, maketh her an adulteress: and who- 
soever shall marry her when she is put away committeth 
adultery. 

Luke 12:13 And one out of the multitude said unto him, 
Teacher, bid my brother divide the inheritance with me. 14 But 
he said unto him, Man, who made me a judge or a divider over 
you? 15 And he said unto them, Take heed, and keep yourselves 
from all covetousness: *for a man’s life consisteth not in the 
abundance of the things which he possesseth. 


1 Deut. 24:1, 3. *Or, for even in a man’s abundance his life 
is not from the things which he possesseth. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 








The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 

N ADDITION to the printed passages 
I at the head of this lesson, a num- 

ber of other Scriptures are listed 
for consideration, all having to do with 
the things that hinder normal family 
life, as depicted elsewhere in the Word 
of God. Internal dissension, such as 
jealousy and mistrust between children 
of the same household, is set forth in 
Genesis 4:1-12 and 27: 1-45. Truly, “jeal- 
ousy is cruel as the grave” (Song of 
Sol. 8:6), and we may well ask the 
‘question raised in the Proverbs, “Who 
is able to stand before envy?” (Prov. 
27:4.) Elsewhere this evil thing, which 
has disrupted the peace of so many 
households, is designated as “rottenness 
‘of the bones” (Prov. 14:30). The evil 
‘6f divorce and unfaithfulness to the 
marriage tie, and God’s disapproval of 
all’ such behavior, is set forth in Deu- 
téronomy 24:1-5; Malachi 2: 13-16 (where 
God declares that He hates “putting 
away”); and Matthew 5:31, 32.. Then in 


“ness of the family relationship. 


Mark 7:10-12, our Lord solemnly warns 


against selfishness and disrespect of par- 
ents, on the part of children. Often, 
indeed, covetousness has brought untold 
misery into families; Against this we 
are warned in Luke 12:13-15. Closest 


* relatives have beeome bitterest enemies 


because of quarrels over an inheritance. 
Again, in Romans 7:2, 3, and in 1 Cor- 
inthians 7:10-16, God insists upon the 
importance of recognizing the invidlabil- 
ity ‘of the marriage tie. 

If we list the sins referred to in these 
Scriptures, to which many more may 
be added, we havé jealousy, envy, quar- 
relsomeness, covetousness, infidelity to 
the marital vows, and from these spring 
many other offenses, which all tend to 
mar, or actually to destroy, the sweet- 
In the 
home, as elsewhere, we need to remem- 


“ ber that “none of us liveth to himself” 


(Rom, 14:7), and that all should en- 
deavor’ to contribute to the peace and 
happiness of the rest, for in so doing 
we actually add to our own enjoyment. 
The Historical Setting 


The lesson is drawn. today from Bible 


. books stretching over a period of more 


than fifteen centuries, but covering the 
history of the human race for over four 


_ right blessing, which he had esteemed 


millenniums; yet in them all we see the 
evidence of one overruling mind guid- 
ing the writers, whether Moses, Malachi, 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, or Paul, as they 
set forth the various evil. things cal- 
culated to disturb the peace of the 
family. 


























Verse by Verse 


Gen. 27:30.—“‘As soon as Isaac had 

made an end of blessing Jacob.” It was 

in God’s purpose that the covenant 

should be established with Jacob, but 

he took a wrong way in order to obtain 

what the Lord would have gwen in a 

right way, if Jacob had only waited in 

faith for Him to work out His plans. 

Acting as he and his mother did, they. 

sowed the seed that resulted in unfra- 
ternal strife in after days. When Jacob 
departed, “Esau his brother came in from 

his hunting,” thinking that the blessing 

was to be his. 


Verse 31—‘“Let my father arise, and 
eat ..., that thy soul may bless me.” 
Im obedience to his aged father’s com- 
mand, Esau had hunted a deer and pre- 
pared the venison, as a result of which 
he fully expected to receive the birth- 
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so lightly years before (Gen. 25:30-34). 


Verse 32.—“Isaac said ... Who art 
thou?” In his blindness, he had been 
deceived by Jacob. Now he was dis- 
tressed to find Esau had come too late. 


Verse 33.—“I . . . have blessed him... 
yea, and he shall be blessed.” While 
now aware of the trickery that had been 
practiced by Jacob, it is evident that 
Isaac realized God had permitted this 
and thereby overruled his determination 
to give the blessing to Esau. For the 
latter there could only be a secondary 
blessing. That of the Abrahamic Cove- 
nant had been given, as predicted be- 
fore the birth of the children, to the 
younger brother (Gen. 25:23). 


Verse 34.—“Esau .. . cried with a great 
and exceeding bitter cry, ... Bless me, 
...O my father.” We are told in He- 
brews 12:17 that “he found no place of 
repentance, though he sought it care- 
fully with tears.” It was impossible to 
change the mind of his father, who had 
at last realized that his own plan had 
been overruled by God, whose gifts and 
calling are without repentance — that 
is, they are unchangeable (Rom. 11:29). 


Verse 35.—“Thy brother came with 
subtilty, and hath taken away thy bless- 
ing.” The fact that God’s purpose had 
been carried out did not excuse Jacob 
for the dishonest attitude he had taken 
or for his unbrotherly behavior toward 
Esau. It is possible to do a right thing 
in a wrong way. This subtlety of his 
caused deep sorrow in the family in 
the years that followed. 


Matt. 5:31.—“It hath been said.” This 
was in the inspired Book of the Law 
(Deut. 24:1). There it was commanded 
that if a man put away his wife he was 
to “give her a writing of divorcement.” 
After this she was free to marry someone 
else. It was God’s gracious way of pro- 
tecting the unloved woman in a semi- 
barbarous age. Our Lord tells us else- 
where, God permitted divorce and 
remarriage “because of the hardness of 
your [men’s] hearts” (Matt. 19:8). 


Verse 32.—“But I say unto you.” The 
divine lawgiver was present in person, 
in the land of the Chosen People. He 
had authority to set aside temporary 
provisions and bring in what was to be 
lasting for all future generations. He 
recognized only one cause for divorce, 
with the right to marry another, and 
that is fornication, or infidelity to the 
marriage vows. Compare Matthew 19:9 
with this verse. The horrid sin here 
referred to destroys the marriage rela- 
tionship. One cannot be one body with 
two women at the same time (1 Cor. 
6: 13-18). 


Luke 12:13.—“Master, speak to my 
brother, that he divide the inheritance 
with me.” This request on the part of 
a disgruntled heir indicated a mind dom- 
inated by covetousness. The brother who 
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Lesson Calendar 


Last Week’s Lesson 
6. November 8.—Christian Nurture in 
the Family. Deuteronomy 6:4-9, 20- 
25; 2 Timothy 3:14, 15 





7. November 15.—Things That Mar Fam- 
ily Life. Genesis 4:1-12; 27:1-45; 
Deuteronomy 24:1-5; Malachi 2:13- 
16; Matthew 5:31, 32; Mark 7:10-12; 
Luke 12:13-15; Bomans 17:2, 3; 
1 Corinthians 7:10-16 
8 November 22.—Motives that Strength- 
en Family Life. Exodus 2:1-4; 20: 
12; Joshua 24:14, 15; Proverbs 31: 
10-31; Luke 2:41-51; Ephesians 
5:22-33; 6:1-4; Colossians 3:18-21 








approached the Lord Jesus felt he had 
been unjustly treated in the distribution 
of the family estate. From this sprang ill 
will and resentment, but the root of it 
all was the sin of covetousness—a sin 
seldom recognized and owned as such 
(Rom, 7:7-9). 


Verse 14—“Who made me a judge or 
a divider over you?” Jesus would not 
stoop to meddle in such a matter as that 
which agitated this querulous brother. 
In the light of eternity, such questions 
are trivial indeed, yet whole families 
have been torn by cruel strife because 
of them, 


Verse 15.—“A man’s life consisteth not 
in the abundance of the things which he 
possesseth.” The man who fas found 
satisfaction in Christ can never be trou- 
bled because of his failure to acquire the 
things of earth. Yet how many professed 
Christians are unhappy and distressed 
because of real or fancied wrongs done 
to them concerning “things” that after 
all are soon to perish. Happy are they 
who are so occupied with heavenly real- 
ities that the loss or possession of the 
things of earth means little to them. 
Their peace is not disturbed, nor does 
rancor fill their hearts, if they do not 
get all that they might be legally en- 
titled to. They can commit the entire 
case to God and count upon Him to do 
for them what He sees to be right and 
best. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


If all the members of a Christian fam- 
ily have before them the peace and 
blessing of the whole group, they will 
not allow selfish considerations to de- 
stroy that harmony which is far more 
precious than any one individual’s per- 
sonal gratifications. It is far better to 
suffer wrongfully than to distress others 
in the effort to obtain one’s own desires. 
“Each for all and all for each” is a fam- 
ily motto well worth remembering and 
acting upon. 


A Lesson Outline 
FAMILY TROUBLES 
Jealousy (Gen. 4:1-12) 
Envy (Gen. 27:1-45) 
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Hatred (Deut. 24:1-5) 
Separation (Mal. 2: 13-16) 
Immorality (Matt. 5:31, 32) 
Unfilial behavior (Mark 7: 10-12) 
Covetousness (Luke 12: 13-15) 
Divorce (Rom. 7:2, 3) 
Desertion (1 Cor. 7: 10-16) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 
Things That Irritate. A little grit in a 
motor will soon ruin the most costly 
engine, and it is the little things that 
destroy family affection and set one 
member against another. The cherish- 
ing of resentment because of possible 
slights, giving way to feelings of dis- 
pleasure because others are preferred 
before us, allowing the thoughts to wan- 
der into forbidden paths, all of. these, 
small as they may seem at first, are the 
things that mar family life. “The begin- 
ning of strife is as when one letteth out 
water” (Prov. 17:14). Plug the leak at 
once and the whole dike may be saved. 


One of the greatest curses today in 
this land of liberty is that of easy (and 
often causeless) divorce. Young Chris- 
tian couples should remember they are 
entering into a lifetime contract. To 
violate the sacred pledges made at the 
marriage altar is to bring down the dis- 
pleasure of God upon one’s soul. “He 
hateth putting away.” The subject child 
of God will never be the cause of such 
a separation. If the other, walking in 
willfulness, forces the issue, God will 
not hold him guiltless. 


Applications and Summaries 


An overwhelming sense of one’s own 
importance is bound to result in grief 
to other members of the family. 


The admonition to “look not every man 
on his own things, but every man also 
on the things of others” (Phil. 2:4) is a 
panacea for all kinds of family trouble. 


It is far better to take wrong than 
to disrupt the peace of an entire family 
by insisting on one’s rights. 


If God had given us all our rights — 
if He had treated us according to our 
desserts — where would any of us be? 


It often takes more of the grace of 
God to endure cheerfully the fretting 
annoyances of everyday life at home 
than to face great problems in the world 
outside. 


No matter what troublesome conditions 
we are called upon to face, “He giveth 
more grace” (Jas. 4:6) to triumph when 
we take all to Him in prayer. 

Cuicaco. 

we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments; for the writers of 
lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the two papers. 
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Lesson for Noveriber 15 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


, ~; Dr, Ironside, 
Low, and Mrs. it. Have you tried 
me of the questions er- 


see whether they can discover a euawers 
a given on a later page of this issue 
HY did not the Lord Jesus. answer 
the plea of the brother who was 
troubled about his inheritance? 

2. Give one reason why God is so par- 
ticular about the inviolability of the mar- 
riage tie (see Mal. 2:15). 

2 Which is more important, a house or 
a home? 

4. What is the greatest danger to any 
home? 

8. What is the real secret of a happy 
family life? 

6. What are a few of the outward mani- 
festations of broken homes? 

7. What may be some of the results which 
are suffered in silence by members of 
broken homes? 

8. What are some of the things we dig- 
nify by other names that are really self- 
ishness? 

9. What is the remedy for the self-cen- 
tered member of the family who is always 
right, has an alibi for his every action, can- 
not take even a suggestion from others, and 
keeps trouble brewing most of the time? 

10. How can. children be taught not to 
swear? 





Answers to the Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions are 
given.on page 883 of this issue, 


we 
The Illustration Round Table 
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Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson by after the word “Print. 


In view of the large numberof illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


‘Her “Concern” for Mother.—Bear ye 
one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the 
law of Christ (Golden Text). 
girl: went out in the suburbs to spend 
the day with friends. She looked so 
sweet, and cool in her dainty dimity — 
it Was an oppressively warm day — that 
her friends were almost inclined to be 
envious. “Mamma is not at all well 
lately. No, thank you; I don’t need a 
fan; I am very comfortable. I feel quite 
worried about Mamma.” “Why didn’t 
you bring her with you? This country 
air would do her.a world of, good.” “She 
is. ironing today. Mamma has such big 
ironings, especially in the summer. 


. Then, as you know, I am going to the 


seashore soon, and Mamma is busy sew- 
ing for me. I have several dresses to 





A -young - 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


be made, besides numerous other frills 
and furbelows.” While she proceeded 
enthusiastically to describe the fashions, 
her friends were, busy with their 
thoughts. And there is no need to point 
a moral to this true little tale—From the 
Illustrator. Sent by Elsie M. Watkins, 
Bend, Oreg. 


Father’s Preference.—Bear ye one an- 
other’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of 
Christ (Golden Text). Bishop William 
Burt when asked how he acquired the 
habit of good cheer is said to have stated 
that the remark of a child he once over- 
heard taught him to grumble and com- 
plain as little as possible. “While I was 
studying at Wilbraham Academy I spent 
a few days with this child’s father, a 
geod man but a chronic growler. , We 
were all sitting in the front room when 
the question of food arose. The little 
ginl told cleverly what each member of 
the family liked best. Finally it came 
to: the father’s turn to be described, 
‘What do I like, Nancy?’ he asked laugh- 
ingly. ‘You?’ said the little one slowly. 
‘Well, you like mostly everything we 
haven’t got.’” Grumbling is one of the 
hardest things for the wife to bear and 
causes great unhappiness.—Source un- 
known. Sent by L. G. James, Toronto, 
Can. 


Two Helpful Bears.—Bear ye one an- 
other’s burdens (Golden Text), There 
lived an old couple who quarreled fre- 
quently. The whole village knew about 
it, and when, at last, they ceased their 
quarreling, questions were asked as to 
how it. all came about. “Two bears did 
it,” said the wife. “Two bears?” ex- 
claimed a-.neighbor, “we thought two 
bears caused all the trouble.” “Ah!” 
said the husband, “but these are two 
new bears which we found in the Bible. 
We have learned to love “Bear ye one 
another’s burdens,” and “Forbearing one 
another in love.”—From the Christien 
Advocate. Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, 
Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


Their God-Given. Contentment.—A 
man’s life consisteth not in the abun- 
dance of the things which he possesseth 
(Luke 12:15b). Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Ekvall on the border of Tibet in a lonely, 
far-away station, told us: “We do not 
want a radio; we are content -in our 
far-off field, and do not need any earthly 
thing to help or make it possible to go 
on with the work; contentment is our 
portion.” Their friend, in a letter con- 
tinues: “That is God-given, for only so 
could they have been content to live as 
they did, for the love of souls. Their 
front yard was anything but inviting, but 
it was for the good of their people who 
would be free to come, animals and all 
Mail reached them every three weeks 
or so (perhaps). Just living among the 
wild Tibetans, with all their unclean 
ways and smells, their rough, ugly style 
of doing things, then to be “contented.” 
How wonderful! Mr. and Mrs. Ekvall 
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sourceful, and + Mg ” What a tribute 
to the grace of God !—From Gospel Her- 
ald. Sent by Mrs. Robert Vining, Pied- 


mont, W. Va. 


Riches Not Wanted.—A man’s life con- 
sisteth not in the abundance of the things 
which he possesseth (v. 15). The chil- 
dren of a certain family during its pros- 
perity were left in the nursery in care 
of servants. When adversity came the. 
servants were discharged, and the par- 
ents lived with the little ones. One day 
after the father had returned home after 
a day of business worry, his little girl. 
clambered upon his knee and, putting 
her arms around his neck, said: “Papa, 
don’t get rich again. You did not come 
into the nursery when you were rich, 
but mow we can come around you, and 
get on your knee and kiss you. Don’t 
get rich again, Papa.”—From the To- 
ronto Globe. Sent by M. H. James, To- 
ronto, Can.; and J, A. Clark, Southport, 
Eng. 


Everything Not Lost—A man’s life 
consisteth not in the abundance of the 
things which he possesseth (v. 15). A 
man stood in the street and gazed at 
his bomb-wrecked home. Then he said’ 
to his wife: “This morning someone 
came into our dugout and told me that 
we had lost everything. It’s a lie. Thank 
God, I’ve still got health and strength 
to carry on with my job. I still ‘have 
you, my dear, and the children. Thank 
God, you’re all safe. Hitler hasn't 
smashed my faith in the love and wis- 
dom of God, or my faith in the ultimate 
victory of right. I still have hope for 
the future. I can still call my- soul my 
own. I am still alive and ready for 
action again. So I reckon that you and 
I ought to thank God that we have saved 
far more than we have lost. Houses. 
and buildings may be wrecked and 
ruined, but you and I can still hold on 
to things which can never be shaken 
or destroyed.”—From the Church Stand- 
ard. Sent by E. Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. Prize illustration. 


The Busy Men's Corner 


By William H, Ridgway 

Pulling Together—Thy brother came 
with subtilty, and hath taken away thy’ 
blessing (Gen. 27:35). In taking up this 
lesson I was struck by the word “sub- 
tilty,” and was interested to know just 
exactly what it meant and how it might 
apply in family relations in a way to 
mar such relations. 

I find my old friend Mr. Webster says 
“subtlety”. means “craft; cunning de- 
vices; shrewdness; slyness; deception.” 
All these definitions could, I think, be 
put in a box labeled “Underhanded.” 
This expression is much in use here in” 
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Pennsylvania to describe the above 
faults, 

For a family to be happy and success- 
ful everyone in it must be sincere, for 
without sincerity affection would not be 
very enduring. 

Those who have read General Wal- 
lace’s great story “Ben Hur,” will re- 
member that before entering the great 
race, which he won, Ben Hur spent a 
long time working with the splendid 
team of horses that belonged to the old 
sheik, until he got the whole team work- 
ing as one horse. The happy family is 
the family that works together as one 


_ horse, or, to put it in a popular phrase, 


“Every member pulling with all his 
might for the family.” 

I had am uncle who belonged to a 
large family of boys, whose father was 
a man of small income, and the boys 
had to make their own way. They 
agreed together that they would help 
each other. When the oldest boy got 
a good position with the old Camden 
Amboy Railroad Company he got all the 
other boys into good jobs, and they all 
prospered. There are thousands of sim- 
ilar instances all over this land of ours, 
many of which, no doubt, could be named 
locally by the readers of these notes. 

Right here you have the secret of the 
success of real Christian families. When 
the whole family is tied up with the 
church there is never any “underhanded” 
work of the Jacob sort to be found 
among them. In such families “Jacob” 
does not want to put it over on “Esau” 
and rob him of anything rightfully be- 
longing to him. Quite the contrary, 
“Jacob” wants to help “Esau” all he can. 


Your Own Kind—A writing of di- 
vorcement (Matt. 5:31). Mother Ridgway 
used to say to us boys when we got old 
enough to talk about girls, “Boys, I am 
not at all finicky about the kind of 
girls you may marry, but whatever you 
do be sure and marry your own kind 
of folks.” 

We were an old Quaker family, with 
Grandfather and Grandmother Ridgway 
being ministers of the Society of Friends. 
Mother did not want us to come bringing 
in one of the cocktail-hour socialites, or 
a show girl, or some young woman of 
that sort. 

Mother had an uncle, Sam Hance, who 
was a drover. I used to ride with Uncle 
Sam in the buggy, and at the side and 
crossroads I would run ahead and keep 
the cattle going down the main road. 
One day Uncle Sam said to me, “Bill, 
some day you will be getting married.” 

“Oh, no, I’m never going to get mar- 
ried.” (You know a boy of fourteen is 
hever going to get married.) 

“Yes, you will, you rascal, and remem- 
ber what your Uncle Sam is now telling 
you. You may marry a high-tempered 
girl and get along all right; you may 
marry 4 lazy girl and get along all right; 
you may marry an everlasting talker 
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and still get along all right; you may 
marry a gadder and still get along all 
right. But, Bill, God help you -if you 
should marry a fool.” 

Mother’s wise advice and Uncle Sam’s 
homely drover philosophy fit in exactly 
with the subject of divorcement, which 


plays havoc with the happiness of many 


a home. 

Awhile ago I attended ea wedding of 
a cousin to a socialite down the Main 
Line. In a sort of small building back 
of the house the bride had provided all 
sorts of liquor, and the young folks were 
flocking back there to sample the “Fish 
House Punch,” the Claret punch, wines, 
and everything (un) fit to drink. I said 
to Mrs. Ridgway as we drove home from 
the wedding, “Our cousin is marrying 
one of Uncle Sam’s fools, and mark my 
words, George’s folks are not that kind, 
and I will give just two years for the 
wedding to blow up.” And my prophecy 
was fulfilled almost to the very day, 
after two years of unhappiness for one 
of the finest fellows in our family con- 
nection. 





October 31, 1942 


The Doctor's Advice-—A man’s life 


“ consisteth not in the abundance of the 


things awhich he possesseth (Luke 12: 
15). -The late: Dr. Edward Martin was 
highly connected socially in Philadel- 
phia, and ‘was a popular doctor of those 
who return their income in the upper 
brackets. -He also was a professor in_ 
the - University of -Pennsylvania—a 
splendid man in every way. Mr. Kirby, 
the head of the Woolworth Company, 
built a great laboratory at Swarthmore 
College in his honor. 

One day when Dr. Martin -was seeing 
me off from. Broad Street Station, and 
we were walking up and down the lobby 
arm in arm, for we were old college 
friends; he said to me, “Bill, don’t you 
ever make the mistake of envying those 
whose names you read in the social life 
of this city. Those homes probably are 
the most unhappy homes in all this great 
city. I know because I get into them 
as their doctor. If I would write a real 
honest-to-goodness prescription for lots 
of the children I look after, I would write 
these words, ‘A mother’s care.’” 





Hollywood? Rather call 
it HOLLOW WOOD, 
worm-eaten by low 
standards of living, and 
devoured by termites of 
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_* Lesson for November 15 


-*. hen the good doctor went on to tell 
--me how the womenfolk spent so much 
time in social obligations they had to 
turn the children over to hired help. 
The father rarely saw his wife at break- 
fast: Of course, he lunched downtown, 
>and at night when he came home it 
was to get into evening clothes and go 
out somewhere, and home again early 
the riext morning. There was little or 
no opportunity to cultivate the children, 
and they grew up hardly knowing their 
parents. 

“And being neglected,” said the Doc- 
tor, “they, in large number, have become 
drunkards or worse, and go to the Devil. 
Of course,” said the Doctor, “there are 
exceptions. I am just talking by and 
large. Bill, you are smart for living 
out in the country and being tied up in 
church activities, and I certainly envy 
you, in a way.” 

I might add that Dr. Martin had a fine 
farm in Delaware County, near Phila- 
delphia. He and Mrs. Martin, having no 
children of their own, employed a young 
woman to look after the place, which 
they filled up with underprivileged chil- 
dren that he gathered up in the great 
city. 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 


For —_— Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Add to your poster this week Things 
That Spoil the Home. On the flannel 
* board! put a picture of a house to rep- 
resent a home. As you teach, put an 
ugly black smudge on the house for 
everything you mention that spoils a 
“home. 








a 





7 \NE of the most terrible things we 

find in many homes is jealousy. 
Even tiny children can be so jealous 
that they pout and cry when any atten- 
tion is shown to anybody but them. They 
cannot bear to have any other person 
put ahead of them, This isa great dark 
blot in a home, 

Selfishness is another bad thing to 
have in the home. Haven’t you seen 
the child that always wants the toys 
the other child is using? What he really 
wants is to take them away from some- 
body. And selfishness isn’t always the 
fault of the children alone. You all 
know fathers and mothers who are self- 
‘ish, self-willed, and self-centered, and 
make dark clouds in their homes. 

Disobedience to parents. The home 
where the children will not mind their 
mother and father is sure to be an un- 
happy one. So many sad things come 
to children through disobedience of the 
parents’ commands. Many a child’s 
death has been due to disobedience, and 
many, many minor injuries. Parents do 
know best. We'll have to put a smudge 


r 
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on the home where the children are 
disobedient. 

Another thing that spoils the home is 
speaking against God, or using God’s 
name in vain. Often this is a sin of 
the father—swearing; and then some 
mothers swear, too, and the children are 
soon swearing, of course. Sometimes we 
hear fathers saying, “I don’t owe God 
anything. He’s never done anything for 
me. I’ve earned all I have myself by 
hard work.” Speaking against God, 
though he owes his very breath to God. 
Another smudge of black on the home. 

We are going on to blacker clouds still. 
In some homes the husband and father 
no longer loves his wife and family, 
and is running out nights drinking and 
gambling. And then some wives are 
not faithful to their husbands, and do not 
take care of their children. How our 
hearts ache for the children in such a 
home —a darkly-clouded home. 

And last, there is one thing that ruins 
the home—divorce. When the mother 
and father are divorced, no matter how 
hard the parent who has the children 
tries: to make the home right, it is al- 
ways a broken home. I think we’ll have 
to tear our home in two and take away 
a piece now, for it is only part of a 
home. 

These are sad, sad things, and there 
is only one way to guard against them, 
and that is to have the Lord Jesus Christ 
take charge of our home and our hearts, 
and then love and kindness will rule in 
them. 

Perhaps some of your little children 
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come from broken homes and to them 
make the love of the Lord Jesus very 
real, showing them that He will take 
care of the child even when Mother and 
Father both forsake him. In the love 
of the Lord the child can find a substi- 
tute for the love of the missing parent: 
Be very gentle and careful about this, 
for many of these children have sore 
hearts. They know their home is wrong. 
They don’t know why all the trouble, 
they only know they probably spend 
part of their time with their mother 
and her husband, and the rest with their 
father and his wife,or else with one par- 
ent, and they don’t know where the 
other one is. ‘Only the Lord can comfort 
them in such trials. 
Mopesto, Cauir. 
+ 4 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


LADY tells this story from her 

childhood: “One frosty morning I 
was looking out of the window into my 
father’s farmyard, where stood many cows, 
oxen, and horses waiting to drink. It was 
a cold morning. The cattle all stood 
very still and meek, till one of the cows 
attempted to turn around. In making 
the attempt she happened to hit her 
next neighbor, whereupon the neighbor 
kicked and hit another. In five minutes 
the whole herd was kicking each other 
in fury. My mother laughed and said: 
‘See what comes of kicking when you 





The Golden Text in Song 


GALATIANS 6 : 2 
SOLO 


Bear ye one an-oth - er’s 


HARMONY 


and so ful- fil thelaw ofChrist,and so 
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bear ye one an-oth-er’s bur-dens, 


ful- fil thelaw of Christ. 


Copyright, 1942, by Robert Harkness. International Copyright 


Better hymn playing is assured through the study of the Evangelistic Hymn Playing 


Course, composed, 


. arranged, and directed by Robert Harkness. Send for free details. 


Mr. Harkness also offers a Beginner’s Hymn Playing Course for piano and organ. 


Address Robert Harkness, P. 
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Box 204, South Pasadena, Calif. 
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are hit. Just so, I have seen one cross 
word set a whole family by the ears.’ 
Afterward, if my brothers or I were a 
little irritable, she would say: “Take 
care, my children. Remember how the 
fight in the farmyard began.’” 

I wonder if any “squabbles” spoiled the 
good times of your family this last week. 
Princess Elizabeth and Margaret Rose 
of England, when they were little, were 
taught the last part of Ephesians 4:26, 
so that if they quarreled during the day 
they would make up before night. But 
it is much better not to let the quarrels 
start. In our booklets add to the list, 
“How I Can Make My Family Happier,” 
by writing, “I will not be a kicker.” At 
home you may look for a small picture 
of a cow to paste beside it to remind you 
of our story. . 

What was the cause of most of your 
arguments? getting your own way in the 
game, or the plaything you wanted? One 
time a man asked the Lord Jesus to 
settle a quarrel between himself and his 
brother about dividing the things left 
them by their father. But the Lord 
wasn’t interested in making peace that 
way. He as much as said to the man, 
“Let your brother have it,” when He ad- 
vised, “Take heed, and beware of covet- 
ousness: for a man’s life consisteth not 
in the abundance of the things which 
he possesseth” (Luke 12:15; Memory 
Verse). (Copy this verse on the board, 
and beneath each phrase write a Junior 
paraphrase, “Look out, and don’t get 
selfish: because a person’s happiness 
doesn’t depend on how many things he 
has.”) 

Sir James Barrie was calling on the 
litthe Princess Margaret as she cele- 
brated her third birthday. She was 
looking with delight at ‘one of her gifts, 
a tea table with two painted flowerpots 
on it. “Is it really yours?” asked Sir 
James Barrie. With the sweetest smile 
she answered at once, “It is yours and 
mine.” 

Do you have a teeterboard (seesaw) 
at home, or use one on a playground? 
(Draw one on the blackboard.) Do you 
have a great deal of fun if you are 
selfish and keep it all to yourself? Why 
not? (Draw a stick figure on one end 
of the board.) To have fun yourself, 
you have to give just as much fun to 
your playmate. (Draw a figure on the 
other end.) Anyone'‘can see that this 
is true about a teeterboard, but it is 
really just as true of dolls and balls. 
Shall we add to our list (the next page 
may be used), “I will try to be unselfish 
with my things”? You may draw some 
of the articles which are sources of your 
quarrels. 

Some families have trouble when 
Mother asks, “Who did this?” If you 
are the one, do you say, “Tom must 
have done it?” Some folks say, although 
it is not good language, “I’m the didder. 
I did it.” Shall we add this promise to 
our list, “I will own up when I have 
done something wrong or careless”? 
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Who remembers what the children did 
that made these families unhappy: 
Adam’s, Isaac’s, Jacob’s? 

Who can finish these verses which 
remind us how to help keep our fam- 
ilies happy? The last of the Ten Com- 
mandments, “Thou shalt not...” (Exod. 
20:17). “Depart from ...” (Psa. 34:14). 
“A good name is...” (Prov 22:1). “That 
which is gone out of .. .” (Deut. 23:23). 
“Be ye kind one to.. .” (Eph. 4:32). 
“If any man will come after...” (Matt. 
16:24). “Jesus increased in...” (Luke 
2:52). “He that is slow to anger is. . .” 
(Prov. 16:32). “Children, obey .. .” 
(Eph. 6:1). “Take heed, and beware of 

..” (Luke 12:15). 

Wayne, MAINE. 

we 


My Class of Gitls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—Help the girls to understand 
that which may mar family life, and in- 
spire them to present the love of Christ, 
through their own love and friendship, 
to those who come from broken homes, 


Preparation.—Interview a probation of- 
ficer, judge of a juvenile court, matron 
of a children’s home, family-relations 
counselor. What is the cause of broken 
homes? What is their effect upon per- 
sonal character, and eventually upon so- 
ciety? What can be done to prevent 
broken homes? What can be done to 
rehabilitate the lives of young folks who 
come from such homes? 











6¢Q“HRIST is the Head of this house.” 

When any other usurps that posi- 
tion which rightfully belongs to the 
Creator of home life, unhappiness in 
some form is sure to result. 

We just saw a picture of a tall, stout 
woman in slacks standing with head 
erect and lips together, one hand on her 
hip, and the other pointing at a stack 
of dishes in the kitchen sink. Limp 
and wilted, near by, stood her ‘small, 
slender husband with an apron tied 
about his waist. In a cartoon this may 
look rather funny, but in real life such 
a scene may be tragic. God ordained 
the husband and wife relationship as 
the one upon which a happy home 
should be built. It was God’s will that 
between these two there should be a 
bond of unity, fellowship, respect, and 
co-operation, each living for the other. 
Yet, according to some reports, one mar- 
riage in six results in divorce. Even 
more alarming than that is the comment 
of a doctor friend, “It might be safe 
to say that only one marriage out of 
ten is truly happy.” 

What is the reason? Does love soon 
grow cold? In Malachi 2:13-16 the Lord 
declared that no sacrifice to Him could 
atone for the sin of dealing treacher- 
ously with a lifetime companion. Broken 
love touches the heart of God. 

_And yet the Lord permitted the laws 
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given to Moses to include provision for 
divorcee (Deut. 24:1-5). Why? It was 
not because divorce is right, but because 
the sins of the people were so great 
that God had to do something to pre- 
vent conditions from becoming increas- ~ 
ingly worse (Matt. 5:31, 32; 19:8). No 
man-made law can undo the fact of 
marriage. Only death can part marriage 
companions from earth responsibilities 
to-each other. Moreover, Ged Himself 
is tied in with the building of a home, 
and above all else, He is concerned with 
the eternal welfare of each party in the 
transaction (Rom. 7:2, 3; 1 Cor. 7: 10-16). 
How could a husband or wife face Christ 
unashamed if he or she had failed to 
use every right means to reveal the Sav- 
iour to the companion in the home? 

Sometimes, though, divorce may be 
inevitable (Matt. 5:31, 32). Even Paul 
realized that. 

Again, God should be first in the par- 
ent-child relationship. Adam and Eve 
must have talked long and often about 
the salvation of the Lord, and surely 
it was through them that Abel became 
a believer. Because Cain did not build 
his home upon a godly foundation, his 
descendants perished in the flood. 

Jacob, like Cain, had also wronged 
his brother; but as he grew older he 
learned to treasure the relationships of 
his home, and as his life drew to a close 
he committed his children and grand- 
children to his God and theirs (Gen. 
27: 30-35; 48; 49). 

Then, there is the child-to-child re- 
lationship. Are you sincerely glad for 
your sister or brother when greater suc- 
cess or fortune is theirs? Are you ready 
to share with them your very best? Could 
you be altogether happy while a brother 
and sister were not? (Luke 10:38-42; 12: 
13-15.) 


Wuat Tuincs May Spor Home Lire? 

A Mexican boy was taking us through 
one of the beautiful, well-cared-for state 
reformatories for boys. “Lots of the fel- 
lows like it better here than in their 
homes,” he explained. “Some of them 
who have once been here do something 
in order to be sent back. Boys are not 
put here until they are eight, and must 
leave when they are sixteen, and yet 
there is one kid’ who has already been 
here five times, and many of them four.” 
What is back of such a situation? 

List on the blackboard some things 
which mar home life. Include material 
things, such as poverty, ignorance, an- 
cestry (to what extent?); unavoidable 
tragedy, such as death, sickness, unem- 
ployment, sins of some member of the 
family bringing shame to the others; 
attitudes toward others in the home, such 
as selfishness, impatience, discourtesy, 
and nagging. 

Next week bring to class suggestions, 
gathered from your own observation, or 
from discussion with others, for the 
strengthening of family life. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 

















Lesson for November 15 


“ATTENTION” 
Fund Raising 
Groups 


Snapon Sandals, so success- 
fully sold for many years by 
Fund Raising Groups, are 
stil] available. 


Snapon Sandals help to con- 
serve rubber, as they may be 
carried in the purse and worn only when needed. 

A shortage of rubber footwear this season is quite 
certain. Write for our unusual terms and profit plan. 
State name of society, or club. 





SNAPON RUBBER SHOE CO. 


P.O. Box 104-A Watertown, Mass. 


BIBLES 


Biblical Books, all of sound nature 
Gospel Tracts Scofield Bibles 
Supplies 


J. H. FLEMING 
3152 Columbus Ave., Minneapolis, Minn. 











HEATON COLLEGE AlcADEMY 











Christian peapencaat 
school offering accredi 
four-year training ‘or 
College entrance. Strong 
courses, Orthodox Christian 
teachers. Wholesome social, 
athletic, and extra-curricular 
activities. Academy students 
enjoy the College atmos- 
phere. Address the Dean, 

Box T-1042 





Old Fashioned Revival 


Nationwide 
Gospel Broadcast 


Mutual Network and Inde 
ent Stations. Consult log 
of local newspapers for stations 
and times. 


CHARLES E. FULLER, Director 
P. 0. Box 123, Los Angeles, Calif. 














UNITED 
STATES 


DEFENSE 






























THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 879) 


1. He saw that covetousness was the real 
trouble and He would have the man recog- 
nize and judge his sin. 

2. He is concerned about the children for 
whose welfare the parents are responsible. 

3. A house is the visible headquarters 
where a home should be located. A home, 
in the true sense, is intangible, and is the 
sum and consequence of the inner and 
outer lives of its inhabitants. 


4. The greatest danger to any home in- 


volves two lacks: lack of love, for “love 
covereth” defects, and lack of God, for 
“God is love.” 


5. It is for each individual to know Christ 
and to be Spirit-filled. 


6. Outward manifestations of broken 
homes include divorce, incorrigible chil- 
dren, drunkenness, unhappiness, social mis- 
fits, sickness, and crime. 


7. Hidden from the world in many a life 
is some physical, psychological, emotional, 
or material maladjustment caused by fail- 
ure of the home. Most of these can be 
cleared up by full surrender and trust in 
God. 

8. Covetousness, jealousy, supersensitive- 
ness, being what is known as a poor sport, 
not able to “take anything,” all have their 
root in self, and are forms of selfishness. 

9. Only the grace of God can change him, 
putting Christ on the throne instead of self. 

10. The surest way is by example of a 
father and mother who never use even the 
so-called mild swear words, and teach the 
child so to love the Lord Jesus Christ and 
honor Him that he will not desire to speak 
His name except in worship and rever- 
ence. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
Thou hast seen fit to gather us into family 
life, and we are glad that this is Thy provi- 
sion for our best needs in the life upon 
earth. Help us, we pray Thee, to guard this 
relationship most carefully. May we not be 
led aside by selfish interests, but hold fast 
to the sanctities of the family relationship. 
May we not be betrayed into covetous actions, 
ministering to self and not to others, and may 
we be ever ready to give others first place 
in our thought, regarding family bonds, not 
as matters of self-interest, but as our daily 
opportunity of showing forth our loving in- 
terest in others. We ask this for Jesus’ sake. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Around the family 
table many interesting questions arise. 
Some of these questions -are puzzling. 
Many years ago two brothers, having 
been left a legacy which they were to 
divide equally between them, could not 
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reach an agreement as to the exact 
amount for each brother. They took the 
case to Paul Kruger, the famous leader 
of the South African Republic. He 
heard their difficulty, thought of it for 
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a moment, and then said, “Let the older 
son divide the property as he thinks 
best, and then let the younger son have 
first choice.” There was not much room 
for covetousness here! Covetousness 
does not have much influence where the 
family life is what it ought to be. We 
should be glad when others are given 
some advantage in the sharing of affairs 
in family life. We ought to bear one 
another’s burdens, and to share those 
most willingly. Is that your habit in 
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home matters, so that the home is not 
the place for showing forth selfishness? 
Can you think of any place in which 
self-interest ought to be in control? No, 
that would not be the Christian way. Let 
us pray that we may have the unselfish 
attitude toward others in every connec- 
tion of our lives. 
ve 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade-C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Home vandals. 


Discussion: What is the hardest thing 
you find you must do to keep the peace 
at home? After all, is it really too hard? 


Objective: Going by the Golden Rule. 











AY, fellows, it is reported that when 

the French Army invaded Italy cen- 
turies ago some of the soldiers were bil- 
leted in the refectory of a convent in 
Milan — the Santa Marie del Grazie. In 
that chamber is one of the world’s great 
masterpieces of art, “The Last Supper,” 
painted there on the wall by Leonardo 
da Vinci. The story goes that these sol- 
diers in a drunken revelry amused them- 
selves by throwing mud balls at the fig- 
ures in that wonderful painting. I do 
not know how true it is, but it serves 
as an illustration for today’s lesson. 
Shocking as such vandalism might be, 
ruffians marring like that the handiwork 
of a great genius, it is not so bad as 
another piece of vandalism that care- 
lessly mars one of God’s great master- 
pieces— the home. 

Did you ever think of the home as 
God’s own particular handiwork? Have 
you read in His Word how carefully He 
planned the family and its home life, and 
how He wrote down special rules of 
conduct and regulations to safeguard its 
permanence, its health, and its peace? 
Have you noticed that in all the instruc- 
tions about the home’s defense there is 
little if anything said about guarding it 
against outside foes, but a great deal said 
about guarding its security from inside 
corruption — inside vandalism. And what 
is that? 

Well, let’s see. I think if you fellows 
are willing to consider the matter seri- 
ously you will realize that you have 
much more to do with the peace and 
happiness of your home than you had 
guessed. Take a look at that home that 
is pictured to us in the twenty-seventh 
chapter of Genesis which we study to- 
day. There were father and mother 
and two brothers. It does not require 
much study to see why their home was 
rocked to its foundations and broken up. 
All four of them were at fault, begin- 
ning with Isaac the father. His stomach 
came first; he “loved Esau, because he 
did eat of his venison” (25:28). Bad 
enough for a father to show partiality 
to one son over another, but worse yet 
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for such a reason. The mother also was 
partial. She loved Jacob more. We don’t 
know why, unless it was that Jacob was 
a kind of mama’s boy. Again, selfish- 
ness. But worse than that, she prompted 
her favorite boy to do a dishonest thing, 
and helped him in it, deceiving his 
father. That sort of thing is certainly 
fatal to home peace. Jacob was a thief 
at heart, and stole from his father the 
blessing that he knew belonged to his 
brother. When Esau learned what Ja- 
cob had done, he planned to kill his 
brother. He was prevented from doing 
this by Jacob’s escape, but murder was 
in his heart. Thus the home was torn 
by the storms of ungodly passion, born 
of selfishness, 

“And what has that to do with me?” 
do I hear you ask? Perhaps nothing, 
directly; but suppose you make it the 
occasion for thought about your own 
home and the part you are taking in 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of ’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 








TWINGS THAT “TAR FRaimiby bIFE 


— -—_— 

































Lesson for November 15 


making or marring its peace. True, your 
father is not perfect, nor even that dear 
mother. Certainly Brother has imper- 
fections, and so has Sister. If there is 
an aunt or a grandparent in the home, 
doubtless you could think of some im- 
provements for them. But how about 
you, old fellow? Honestly, what about 
it? Are you always considerate of the 
others, or do you shape your words and 
your actions by your own selfish wishes? 
Has there been a kind of uncomfortable 
clash of interests at home lately? Whose 
fault was it? Maybe not altogether 
yours, but if you had been willing to 
yield a little, might it not have been 
different? Suppose you try one day — 
one whole day, beginning first thing in 
the morning—saying and doing only 
after first considering the others and 
their wishes, and giving them right of 
way. It won’t be easy, but you watch 
and see what a difference it makes. You 
will lose nothing, and gain much. Boy! 
you might be starting something. Maybe 
a revolution; one of these happy revolu- 
tions, with the band playing all around 
you. And somehow you will be feel- 
ing as though the band leader is stand- 
ing there inside your heart, leading 
with a baton that looks for all the world 
like the Golden Rule! 


Avon Park, FLA. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











Nov. 22. II. Youth’s Call to Youth. Rom. 15:1-7. 





Sunday, November 15 


I. Meeting Our Latin American Friends 
(Luke 10:25-37) 





Mon.—Stranger in the midst (Lev. 19:33, 
34). 


Tues.—Kindness to invaders (2 Kings 6: 
21-23). 

Wed.—Peter preaches to Gentiles (Acts 10: 
34, 35). 

Thurs.—A safe rule (Phil. 2:3). 

Fri.—Kindness rewarded (Matt. 25:34-40). 

Sat.—Friendliness and fellow feeling 
(Heb. 13:1-3). 











E HAVE all béen hearing and 

reading a great deal, within the 
last few months, about our “good neigh- 
bor policy.” While, strictly speaking, the 
great Dominion of Canada must be in- 
cluded as one of our closest “neighbors,” 
co-operation and good fellowship have 
existed between our land and Canada 
for many years. Hence, the thought of 
being “good neighbors” has, of late, been 
largely directed toward Mexico and 
Central and South America. To these 
twenty separate and sovereign states the 
general term “Latin America” is loosely 
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applied, probably because Portuguese 
and Spanish are the two principal lan- 
guages of commerce in this section of 
the globe. As a matter of fact, how- 
ever, there are literally hundreds of sep- 
arate Indian tongues, many of them 
thousands of years old, spoken in the 
lands that lie south of the Rio Grande, 
and there are also many large groups 
of immigrants living in these countries 
still speaking their mother tongues of 
German, Italian, Japanese, or Flemish, 
and the like. 
ve 


Just why has there been a sudden 
desire to show a good neighbor attitude 
toward these peoples to the south of us? 
If we are honest, we must admit that 
considerable of the agitation in this di- 
rection has been seventy-five per cent 
or more selfish, and twenty-five per cent 
or less altruistic. Preparation for de- 
fense and, later, mobilization for war 
has made some of our politicians and 
statesmen very conscious of the eco- 
nomic and strategic importance of many 
of our neighbors to the south, when 
many supplies and importations from 
the Far East have been cut off and un- 
usual demands made on our home prod- 
ucts, and when the occupation, by some 
European power, of military bases near 
our shores is threatened. While the 
thought of helping and protecting our 
neighbors to the south has been voiced, 
the advantage to ourselves has usually 
been considerably in evidence. 

se 

However, in that vivid picture of good 

neighborliness that the Lord Jesus gave 


_us, and which is brought to us in our 


Scripture lesson for this week’s prayer 
meeting, there is not the slightest sug- 
gestion of any advantage that the Sa- 
maritan might have obtained by stop- 
ping and helping and caring for the Jew 
who had fallen among thieves. In fact, 
the victim of robbers had nothing to 
offer, — not even enough to pay his hotel 
bill until he recovered. If we, as true 
followers of the Lord Jesus, are to apply 
His example of neighborliness to our 
Latin American neighbors, then we, too, 
must have no thought of any gain that 
must come to us because of our Chris- 
tian good neighbor policy. Our concern 
must be how we can best minister to 
the real needs of our neighbors. 
se 

The Samaritan saw in the man lying 
by the roadside, not someone who could 
be flattered into friendship or to whom 
any appeal could be made for mutual 
assistance, but one who was desperately 
in need and who would have perished 
without his help. There are millions in 
the lands to the south of us who today 
are in desperate need and who will per- 
ish, if we as Christians do not give to 
them the Gospel of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Our good neighborliness will 
show itself not in complimenting them 
on their culture, on their natural re- 
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sources, on their fine cities, or on their 
political progress, but rather in seeing 
clearly their desperate need of the Lord 
Jesus and doing everything we can to 
make Him known to them. 
bd 

The fact that the Roman Church has 
been entrenched in many of these lands 
for hundreds of years does not mean 
that their peoples have yet come to know 
the Saviour, except as one of many saints, 
or as a name to be used as a good 
luck charm or fetish. Only the fringes 
of some of these great countries have 
been touched with a clear, effective 
preaching of the Gospel. For many years 
thousands upon thousands have had no 
testimony to the saving grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. It is good to know, 
however, that now many young people 
under the sponsorship of the Wycliffe 
Bible Translators, Inc., formerly spon- 
sored by the Pioneér Mission Agency of 
Philadelphia, have been entering Mexico 
to translate the Bible into numerous In- 
dian tongues and thus give neglected 
tribes the Gospel in their own languages. 
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In addition to the work carried on by 
some of the dehominational boards in 
a number of the Latin American coun- 
tries, the Christian and Missionary Alli- 
ance, the Salvation Army, the New 
Testameht Missionary Union, the Evan- 
gelical Union of South America, the 
Latin America Mission, Inc., the Bolivian 
Indian Mission, the Central American 
Mission, the Cuba Evangelization Asso- 
ciation, the Orinoco River Mission, and 
a number of other faith missions are 
carrying on an earnest, but admittedly 
inadequate work. Large areas still re- 
main with almost no evangelical testi- 
mony. Does it not behoove the Church 
of Christ to awaken to the need to give, 
to pray, and to go for this neglected field 
at our very doors? It is not enough to 
go and look and pity the one fallen 
among thieves. We must, in the name 
and in the strength of the Master, bind 
up her wounds and bring her to a place 
of safety in Christ. 

oe 

In connection with this prayer meet- 

ing let us also pray for our own Gov- 
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ernment and businessmen, that in all 
relations with our Latin American neigh- 
bors they may not hinder Christian tes- 
timony. It is not easy for missionaries 
to preach Christ if American business- 
men in Sou’h America are preaching, by 
their example, greed, selfishness, and ex- 
ploitation. 


“PHILADELPHIA, 


[ Letters from Readers 


The Gospel in the Daily Paper 


To the Editor: 

Recently your fine paper carried an arti- 
cle [issue of Aug. 1, 1942] about a news 
service for weekly papers and how the 
Gospel is being spread in that way. 

Last year I started [a similar] feature 
in the Long Branch Daily Record, and it 
has run each day since on the editorial 
page. The idea was to see the effect of 
newspaper evangelism. The results have 
been above my expectations. Questions are 
answered about once a month, and by mail 
whenever requests are made. 

Material I use is gathered from papers, 
from books, and from my files which con- 
tain indexed on 3x5 cards over 25,000 illus- 
trations and items. Tue Sunpay ScHoo. 
Times illustrations are on file by index for 
a number of years. In addition to the in- 
dex of your paper, the Moody Monthly, 
Now, Christian Digest, and a few like 
papers are also fully indexed for several 
years. These sermons are prepared weekly, 
in advance, and are available for other 
newspapers. 

My approach to the manager of this paper 
was that he had many Christian readers 
and took into their homes through his paper 
many unchristian features, etc., and that 
these people should have special considera- 
tion. The feature has proved to be a popu- 
lar daily feature, which they will verify. 
Yes, I have been blasted and criticized for 
“being too strong with rhy messages,” etc., 
but the Lord has blessed the messages and 
our church here as a result. 

Our Sunday school supplies the Tnuves to 
every teacher, and they are all delighted 
with its fine material—The Rev. Arthur H. 
Stainback, Long Branch, N. J. 


The New President 
of the Denver Bible Institute 


EGINNING with the opening of the 

new school year on October 1, the 
Rev. W. S. Hottel, well-known Bible ex- 
positor and conference speaker from De- 
troit, assumed his responsibilities as 
president of the Denver Bible Institute. 
For forty-three years Mr. Hottel has been 
active in Christian work. He has had 
several pastorates in the United States 
and Canada, has been affiliated with sev- 
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Have you considered the advertise- 
ments as your friends,— pointing the 
way to new products and new ideas? 
You will find new friends and old in 
the advertising columns of The Sunday 


School Times every week. 






































Lesson for November 15 


eral missionary societies, served as di- 
rector of Bible conferences, and for 
thirty years has been writing Sunday 
school lesson notes. For twenty-eight 
years the Union Gospel Press of Cleve- 
land has been publishing his lesson ex- 
positions. In addition to his administra- 
tive duties, he will teach regular classes 
in the Institute. 





4g Children at Home 





A Rattlesnake as a Missionary’s 
Helper 
By Mack Pfeffer 


ISSIONARIES have many stories to 

tell of how nature has lent them a 
helping hand in their work of winning 
people to the Lord Jesus Christ, but 
probably the most unusual helper any 
missionary ever had was a rattlesnake. 


It happened in the summer of 1742. 
A missionary named Count Zinzendorf 
from Saxony in Europe came to the 
North American continent to bring his 
message to the Indians. He decided to 
go to a tribe of Shawnees who then 
lived in the town of Wyoming on: the 
Susquehanna River. He found it almost 
impossible to make friends with these 
Indians. They had been outwitted and 
tricked by the white man, and they were 
suspicious of the Count’s intention. In 
fact, some of them were sure that he 
had come to take their land away from 
them. They wanted to get rid of the 
man, but they did not dare to kill him 
openly for fear of the anger of the tribe. 
Finally, a few of the braves of the tribe 
decided that they would take upon them- 
selves the task of putting the man to 
death. 

Their attempt was made on a late sum- 
mer night in September. As the braves 
neared the tent of the missionary, they 
received their first surprise when they 
found that the Count had no door on 
his tent, and no guard. He had merely 
pinned a blanket over the opening to 
keep out the cold. It was a quiet night 
in the woods, for it was too cold for in- 
sect singing. The only sound was the 
faint rumble of a waterfall a mile down- 
stream. The Indians crept up to the 
tent, and unfastened some of the pins 
to spy on their victim. That was when 
they received their big surprise, for as 
they peered into the tent, they saw a 
large rattlesnake crawling blithely over 
the legs of the man as he sat on a pile 
of dry leaves writing, and seeming alto- 
gether undisturbed by the reptile’s 
action. 

Now, snakes like to be warm just as 
do humans. We can see them on any 
cool spring or fall day lying on’ exposed 
rocks in the warm sun. This snake had 
undoubtedly been lying in the weeds 
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near the tent, and feeling the heat com- 
ing from the door, crawled under the 
blanket to get nearer to the fire. 

Historians say that Count Zinzendorf 
did not know that the snake was there. 
Perhaps the Count knew more than they 
gave him credit for, and kept perfectly 
still to keep from startling the snake 
and causing it to strike. Then, too, he 
might have realized that when the fire 
died out, and the tent became cold, the 
animal would leave to find a tiny cave 
or other crevice underground where it 
would be warmer, 

The Indian braves had seen quite 
enough, and they crept silently away to 
go back to their tribesmen and tell them 
that they had not dared to kill the mis- 
sionary because he was protected by the 
Great Spirit, for he had no door to his 
tent, and was not harmed by rattle- 
snakes. 

After the story spread among the In- 
dians, Count Zinzendorf had no trouble 
making friends of the Shawnees. Later, 
when he received the help of the inter- 
preter, Conrad Weizer, he was able to 
lead some of them to the Lord. 

When the Count wrote his memoirs, he 
purposely made no mention of the story 
of the rattlesnake because, as he told a 
companion, he thought that the United 
Brethren, who had sent him, would think 
that the Indians had been converted be- 
cause of their fear .and superstition 
rather than through the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 

History records that the Count’s influ- 
ence on the Shawnee tribe at Wyoming 
was such that they refused to take sides 
in the war between the French and the 
English which occurred in 1754, while, 
before the appearance of the missionary, 
they had been known as one of the most 
war-loving tribes in the country. And 
all of this was brought about because 
God used a rattlesnake to protect His 
servant and get the Gospel to the Indians. 

St. Louis, Mo. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 
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The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


November 9 to 15 

Mon.—Genesis 4:8b-12. 
Murder in the First Family. 
PrayeR SvuGcesTions: “Cain rose up 
against Abel his brother, and slew him.” 
The first family had no other sinners to 
tempt them, yet in that family, sin almost 
immediately appeared in the foulest of 
all crimes—murder. “Sin, when it is 
finished, bringeth forth death” (Jas. 1: 
15). Under the temptations of the Devil, 
apart from the grace of God, the worst 
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Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh 


We secured from Palestine, just before the war 
started, a novelty, symbolic of what the Wise 
Men brought to the young child Jesus Christ as 
gifts. Two small boxes, one containing genuine 
myrrh, the other genuine frankincense; then a 
Palestinian coin, one mil, polished to imitate 
gold. Fine for Sunday school children and to 
give to the Home Department. 

Last Christmas many Sunday schools bought 
these mementoes in quantities, and we received 
reports of how much joy these little presents 
brought. 

The price for the combination is 50 cents. In 
quantities of 25 or more, 40 cents per com- 
bination. Address 


American Board of Missions to the Jews, Inc. 


27 Throop Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 
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God's Priority Promise 
“T will bless them that bless thee.” Gen. 12:3 


Join hands with a 
Bible testimony to the Jews 


BY RADIO 

B. K. — Detroit in Yiddish 
B. C. — Indianapolis in English 

" c J. B. — Quito, Ecuador, in Yiddish 

On the Highway. 
Window Display and Reading Room 
In the Homes 

Visited by trained Missionaries 

All who fellowship in our Mission work receive 
the Jewish Life published monthly. 

HEBREW CHRISTIAN MISSION 

Box 486 Detroit, Michigan 
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The Sunday Schoo! Times 
Calendar for 
1943 


A truly unique calendar, made ex- 
clusively for The Sunday School 
Times. Twelve sheets (9 x 16 inches) 
printed in rich sepia tone on India 
tinted paper. 


Features 


Twelve Palestine pictures from the 
remarkable collection of Frances 
Jenkins Olcott, author and world- 
wide traveler. This group of pictures 
is selected from her own special 
favorites. 

Scripture memory verse for each 
day in the year. 

The titles and references for the In- 
ternational Uniform lessons are given 
for each Sunday in the year. 


PRICES 
Ter ee $ 25 Bececcee $ 8.50 
De oe bees | > ere 15.00 
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It makes an ideal moderate priced gift, 
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tunity to earn extra income by the of 

these among your friends and fellow 
workers. 
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of sins becomes a possibility. “He that 
hateth his brother is in darkness, and 
walketh in darkness, and knoweth not 
whither he goeth” (1 John 2:11). Pray 
against every form of ill will. 
Tues.—Genesis 27:30-35. 
Strife between the First Twins. 
PrayeR Svuccestions: “Thy brother 
came with subtilty, and hath taken away 
thy blessing.” Jacob cheated his twin 
brother Esau. Sinners leap all barriers. 
Sin makes the heart “desperately 
wicked.” Newspapers daily record nu- 
merous instances of human wickedness. 
Only Christ can save us from sin and 
every form of wickedness. Pray for a 
great work of God in every land. 
Wed.—1 Samuel $:10-14, 
Evasion of Parental Duty. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “I will judge his 
nouse for ever for the iniquity which 
he knoweth; because his sons -made 
themselves vile, and he restrained them 
not.” Eli the priest evaded his parental 
duty. God held him responsible for 
that failure, and charged up to him the 
sins of his sons. Parents who think 
lightly of God’s cause will find that God 
will judge them for their looseness. 
Evasion of parental duty is a common sin. 
It is a great sin against God, the Church, 
and society. Pray for the awakening of 
careless Christian parents. 
Thurs.—Mark 7%:10-12, Evasion of Filial Duty. 
PRAYER SvuacesTions: “Honour thy 
father and thy mother.” When parents 
are in need of help children have a 
God-imposed responsibility to look well 
to their necessities. Sons and daughters 
who seek to evade this divine command- 
ment, even under the cloak of religious 
obligations, add sin to sin. Honoring 
fathers and mothers is our first social 
duty. Pray for children who are not 
honoring their parents. 
Fri.—Luke 12:13-15. Quarrels over Property. 
PRAYER SuUGGEsTIONS: “Master, speak to 
my brother, that he divide the inheri- 
tance.” “The love of money is the root 
of all evil” (1 Tim. 6:10). Covetousness 
is a major sin. Greed of gain. causes 
men to commit all forms of evil. It 
ruins families, wrecks good enterprises, 
and leads to many foolish and hurtful 
pleasures. It is inconsistent in. Chris- 
tians, and especially in ministers, Of it 
our Lord says, “Beware!” Pray to be 
forgiven if guilty of it, and pray against 
it because it abounds in these “last days.” 
Sat.—Matthew 5:31, 32. 
Christ’s Law of Divorce. 
PRAYER SuccEsTions: “Whosoever shall 
marry her that is divorced committeth 
adultery.” Christ’s Sermon on the Mount 
lays down the law on the remarriage of 
separated husbands and wives. It gives 
no comfort to breakers of marriage vows. 
The divorce evil is growing alarmingly. 
Scriptural warnings must be given faith- 
fully to deter many from this sin. Pray 
that the Scriptural presentation of God’s 
Word on divorce shali be heard more in 
the churches, and at weddings. 


(Lesson for Nov. 15) Oct. 31, 1942 


Sun.—Malachi 2:18-16. 
God Speaks to a Broken Home. 
Prayer Svuccestions: “She [is] thy 
companion; and the wife of thy cove- 
nant.” The wife of thy youth is thy 
companion by covenant. For the viola- 
tion of the marriage pledge God will 
hold the guilty responsible. “Take heed 
to your spirit, and let none deal treach- 
erously against the wife of his youth” 
(v. 15). Pray for Christian husbands 
and wives who are not getting along 
well together. Pray that they will 
“dwell” together according to 1 Peter 
3:1-7. ; 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new sub- 
scribers, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 


$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 


$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 5@ cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published 
weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, in the United States 
and Possessions. These rates include 
postage. 

$1.00—One or more copies to indi- 
vidual addresses, $1.00 each, per year. 

68 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 68 cents 
each, per year. 
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